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FUTURE
PROOFING
TRANSPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Tuesday 25 January 2011, London

DELIVERING TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE 
THAT WILL BE FIT FOR PURPOSE IN THE FUTURE

Climate change and more severe weather are causing more 
damage and disruption to transport networks. The measures 
that we implement now will ensure that transportation systems 
are able to cope with more extreme weather.
This half day conference has key speakers from the highways 
and rail industries speaking about policy and practical measures 
that can be put into place to ensure that transport infrastructure 
is fit for purpose in the future. There will be a session on roads 
and a session on rail with plenary discussion and the opportunity 
for brief presentations by delegates on examples of practical future
proofing measures (subject to advance notification).

All enquiries, bookings and payments to:
CIHT, 119 Britannia Walk, London N1 7JE        
e: conferences@ciht.org.uk 
t: 020 7336 1570

SPEAKERS:

Mike Whitehead,
Highways Agency

Matthew Lugg, ADEPT
Rob Paris / Kathy Myatt, Crossrail

John Dora, Network Rail
Brian McGinnity, 

London Underground
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Bridge owners are urged to conduct

a thorough review of structures

featuring masonry parapets. This

follows an incident in Surrey where

a ready mixed concrete truck

collided with the parapet of a

bridge crossing a railway line, and

fell on to a passenger train.

The incident happened on a

bridge over the London to Guildford

train line near Oxshott station on 5

November. Surrey Police has

launched an inquiry and the Rail

Accident Investigation Branch will

shortly make recommendations.

Network Rail said there is no

suggestion at this stage that the

bridge was unsafe. It added that a

rolling programme of inspections is

carried out to railway structures,

with maintenance conducted as

necessary.

UK Bridges Board chairman

Mike Winter said bridge owners

should assess the likelihood of a

similar incident happening to their

structures. They should then look to

upgrade the containment level of

masonry parapets on bridges that

present the greatest risk.

“Masonry parapets on many

older structures do not comply

with current design standards,” he

said. “But we are in difficult

economic times and there are an

awful lot of structures out there.

Work should be carried out on a

‘worst first’ basis.”

Various techniques exist for

strengthening masonry parapets,

such as incorporating a reinforced

concrete core into a parapet,

cantilevered from a slab below the

carriageway. Other options include

drilling holes into the parapet and

inserting steel reinforcement.

Some of these would not change

the appearance of the parapets and

could be used on a listed bridge,

according to Mr Winter. However,

care needs to be taken when

strengthening the parapets to

ensure that if they are struck, the

impact forces do not cause damage

to the bridge sub structure below.

Many UK bridges were not

designed for modern traffic, and

have reduced height parapets and a

lower level of containment.

Bridge specialists also say it is

very difficult to predict how a

masonry parapet will behave if

struck by a vehicle. This is because

of a series of variables including

the quality and size of stone used

in their construction, and the

strength and type of mortar used in

the joint bedding.

But the University of

Cambridge's senior lecturer in

structural engineering and chairman

of the Bridge Owners' Forum Dr

Campbell Middleton said that most

masonry parapets are adequate and

fit for purpose. He added: "It is not

feasible to spend limited resources

on upgrading every parapet on

every masonry bridge in the country

to resist a heavy truck impact."

Dr Middleton went on to say

that there is an urgent need for the

UK to create a national bridge

inventory, like there is in the United

States. This would clearly show how

many bridges there are of a certain

type across the country. Bridge

owners would be required to submit

structural condition data, allowing

maintenance resources to be

allocated more effectively.

A review of the safety of road

bridges crossing railway lines took

place following an incident at Great

Heck in North Yorkshire in 2002,

when a vehicle left the M62 and

was struck by a passing train. But

this report and its recommendations

focused on the need to upgrade the

approaches to parapets, rather than

the parapets themselves.

Bridge masonry parapet review urged

Rebuilding of London Bridge station

to accommodate an increase in rail

services across the capital has been

delayed by two years. Transport

Secretary Philip Hammond said the

original programme to upgrade the

station “was always ambitious” and

work will now be completed in 2018.

The station rebuild forms part of a

scheme to almost double the number

of train services on the north/south

Thameslink route. Confirmation that

this scheme will go ahead was made

by Mr Hammond on 25 November.

He also announced that railway

lines to the west of London are to be

electrified, towards Reading, Didcot,

Newbury and Oxford.

New carriages have been

promised to ease overcrowding on key

routes and a new fleet of intercity

trains is to be ordered.

Two year delay at London BridgeCIHT 100
Did the Comprehensive Spending Review deliver a fair outcome for
the transport sector?

YES63%

NO 37%

It was welcome to hear that priorities for spending
should include maintenance of transport
infrastructure that supports our economic growth.

Transport always get the leftovers of any funding
review and the CSR shows how little the current
government understands the issues.

CIHT 100 surveys 100 members of the CIHT on a topical
question each month. Also, see page 8.

A ready mixed concrete truck smashed through the parapet
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An investigation has been launched

after a passenger train was unable to

make a scheduled stop in East

Sussex and overshot a station by

4km. The 06.45 Charing Cross to

Hastings service encountered “poor

adhesion conditions” on the morning

of 8 November as the driver applied

the brakes on an approach to

Stonegate station. The train had

been travelling at over 100Km/h.

The Rail Accident Investigation

Branch said its investigation will look

closely at factors including the rail

head sanding equipment on the

trains used on the line. A report will

be published shortly, including any

recommendations to improve safety.

A Network Rail spokesman said he

was not going to speculate on what

the causes of the incident might be.

But he added that a fleet of special

trains does travel around the network

twice a day during the autumn,

clearing leaves and ‘leaf mulch’ off

the lines.

Runaway train prompts urgent investigation



Electronic sign code launched Parking fines could double
Good practice guidance for the
management of electronic traffic
equipment is about to be published
by the UK Roads Board. The new
document aims to encourage local
authorities to think more carefully
about how electronic equipment
beside roads should be maintained.
“This code of practice has been

developed because it became
apparent that electronic traffic
equipment often goes up on the
network without any real thought as
to how it will be serviced,” said
Atkins’ highway asset management
head of technology Lila Tachtsi, who
helped to produce the document. “We
have all become more reliant on

electronic traffic equipment but the
allowance for maintenance is not
always there.”
In some cases, she added, there is

a very limited understanding of how
equipment performs or why it was put
up in the first place. The new
document contains extensive advice
concerning both preventative and
reactive maintenance of fixed location
assets. Equipment covered by the
code includes traffic signals, variable
message signs, car park management
systems and rising bollards.
The new document will be

available in hard copy and is to be
published on the UK Roads Liaison
Group website.

Maximum permitted motorway

speed may need to be reduced in

the UK if a European target of

reducing greenhouse gas emissions

is to be achieved, a leading

sustainable transport specialist

has said.

Sujith Kollamthodi of the

environmental consultant AEA said

that measures to limit carbon

emissions from vehicles – including

a new lower speed limit – could

reduce emissions by as much as

30%. Introduction of road pricing,

greater take up of public transport

and electric vehicles and improving

land use policy to reduce travel

demand would also play their part,

he added.

Reducing transport related

carbon emissions by 30% would go

a long way to helping the European

Union meet a target of cutting

overall emissions by 90% come

2050, compared to 1990 levels.

“Transportation is the only sector

of the economy where emissions are

growing,” Mr Kollamthodi said.

“Unless something is done, they

could increase by up to 70% on

1990 levels within 40 years. There is

clearly a need to take action.”

A recent report produced on

behalf of the European Commission

with input from AEA said that

member states should introduce a

harmonised speed limit of

100Km/h (62MPH) for light duty

vehicles and 80Km/h (50MPH) for

heavier vehicles to help achieve

emission savings.

Mr Kollamthodi was speaking at

a climate change conference in

London on 17 November, organised

by the Confederation of British

Industry. At the conference, the

Secretary of State for Energy &

Climate Change, Chris Huhne

confirmed there will be a delay to

the start of the Carbon Reduction

Commitment Energy Efficiency

Scheme, which encourages large

businesses to save energy.

Participants to the second stage of

the scheme will not now need to

register until 2013.

Transport effort central to carbon target
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Penalties for parking infringements could nearly double after the Department
for Transport received letters from six local authorities asking for the cap on
fines to be increased.
The councils, all from England, are calling for maximum penalty charges

across the country to rise in line with fines imposed in London. They argue
that the current maximum fees need to increase to discourage more drivers
from contravening parking regulations.
Penalty charges in London are limited to £120 for the most serious

infringements, such as parking on a double yellow line. The current maximum
fine outside of the capital is £70. Lower level offences, such as staying too
long in a designated parking bay, attract a reduced charge and penalties are
reduced by half if paid promptly.
The British Parking Association said it supported the bringing of penalty

charges into line across the country, as there is evidence that charges in some
areas are not working. Spokesperson Emily McCunn added that local
authorities are not allowed to raise revenue from parking charges and fines.

Lowering motorway speeds to 60MPH could significantly reduce emissions

Lila Tachtsi of Atkins explains the reasons behind the new code of practice



Transportation news in brief
� Criminal proceedings have started against Network Rail Infrastructure
Ltd and Jarvis Rail for breaches of health and safety law which caused the
Potters Bar derailment in 2002. The Office of Rail Regulation’s director of
rail safety Ian Prosser said: “There is enough evidence and it is in the public
interest to prosecute.”
� Live updates on the progress of roadworks on the A83 at Inveraray are
being issued to motorists through the social networking website Twitter.
Short emails known as a ‘tweets’ are sent to those registered on the site to
let them know when the road opens after an overnight closure.
� Construction of a foot and cycle bridge across the River Derwent in
Cumbria is to begin in January. The new steel bow arch crossing at
Workington will replace a bridge damaged beyond repair by floods in the
town in November 2009. The 68m long bridge will not feature a
supporting pier, to avoid the risk of future floods undermining the structure.
� Convenient drop off points and secure parking are among the
suggestions made in a new report setting out ways to boost coach tourism.
The report from the Confederation of Passenger Transport says that people
who arrive by coach contribute £2.35Bn to Britain’s economy. This figure
could be worth even more, it says, if coach facilities were improved.
� Transport engineers are invite to participate in an online survey about
traffic simulation models. Visit www.multitude-project.eu/survey to take
part. Results from the survey will be published early in 2011. To find out
more, email mark.brackstone@egis-mobilite.co.uk

ALL ABOARD: London Mayor Boris Johnson has moved a step closer
to his pre election pledge of scrapping ‘bendy buses’ in the capital
by unveiling a life size mock up of the replacement vehicle. The new
bus is based on the old Routemaster design and features a
traditional rear platform. However the new bus incorporates not
one, but two staircases. Five of the new buses are due to enter
service in early 2012.

Finishing touches are made to new carriageway in
Glasgow, where construction of an 8km three
lane motorway is nearing completion. The M74
extension from the Fullerton Road junction near
the suburb of Carmyle to the city centre is set to
open next summer.
This new road promises not only to relieve

traffic congestion, but forms a crucial addition to

Glasgow’s transport infrastructure ahead of the
2014 Commonwealth Games.
A composite flexible construction has been

specified, with around 260,000t of asphalt being
laid on top of a cement bound granular material
sub base. Over 45,000m3 of CBGM will have been
mixed on site and installed by specialist
contractor Bardon Composite Pavements before

the contract is complete. Pavement construction
is being managed by a Tarmac/Aggregate
Industries partnership on behalf of the Interlink
M74 Joint Venture.
The £445M project includes 13 new road, rail

and river crossings, such as the 135m long Port
Eglinton viaduct crossing the West Coast
Mainline railway.

News6 Transportation Professional Jan/Feb 2011

Smoothing a route through Glasgow suburbs



Rail shutdown puts paid to Chunnel party visit
A jolly good time was had by all in

Coquelles, northern France on 1

December as engineers and

journalists gathered at the

Eurotunnel terminal near Calais to

mark the 20th anniversary of the

Channel Tunnel breakthrough.

Or so I gather. Transportation
Professional was looking forward to
joining a special Eurostar train

leaving St Pancras at 9am, laid on to

take reporters to the party. But a

service shutdown on railway lines

from Kent and East Sussex into

London due to heavy snow meant

this reporter had to miss the event

and return home, writes Mike Walter.
Frustration with my bad fortune

soon turned to exasperation. Why

does the local railway seize up

whenever the weather turns wintry?

And why do station staff appear to

have so little inkling of when the

next service will arrive?

I turned up at Tunbridge Wells

station at 6am and – having

checked the National Rail website

before I left – was prepared for a

few cancelled trains, but a limited

service nonetheless.

Passenger information screens

inside the ticket hall confirmed that

an emergency timetable was in

operation. But when approached,

station staff said they did not know

when the first train would appear.

Fellow passengers appeared

remarkably calm and waited

stoically for an update. A local

television news presenter armed with

a video camera paced up and down

the platform canvassing opinion. The

views of one man summed up the

mood: “I’d like to be angry, but I am

used to it,” he said, solemnly. “The

worst thing is the lack of

information.”

After 90 minutes of hanging

around – during which time there

was just one announcement over the

tannoy and no update on the

information screens – I abandoned

my effort to reach London.

Later that morning I learnt that

several trains on my route had

broken down the previous evening,

with passengers stranded on board

services for over eight hours. Poor

people: maybe it was for the best

that my train never arrived.

So what went wrong? South

Eastern Trains said the lack of

services was down to power failure,

caused by snow and ice acting as an

insulator on the third conductor rail.

Network Rail added that tracks to

the south of London are unusual in

having a third rail. Overhead

pantograph cables are more

commonly used on electrified lines.

But upgrading the infrastructure

would “cost billions”.

Winter maintenance trains had

been out the night before, smearing

hot anti freeze material onto the

tracks, claimed a Network Rail

spokesman. He added that snow

ploughs are brought out if

necessary.

But what about the lack of

information for passengers at

stations? South Eastern Trains said it

tries its best to deliver timely

information, and staff “work

exceptionally hard” to help

commuters.

The operator added that it now

provides more detailed travel

updates on its own website

following criticism about the quality

of information available online

during last year’s snowfall. “But after

every situation such as this, we take

a step back and conduct a thorough

review,” a spokesman said.

Just as well, because the Office of

Rail Regulation announced later

that day that there are “no excuses

for poor passenger information

during disruption”. Investigators will

be sent out across the UK network

to assess the quality of

communications at stations.

And what of the Eurostar service I

had hoped to join at St Pancras?

Apparently it left on time and

arrived at Calais on schedule. Guests

at the Chunnel celebrations were

treated to a stunning visual and

audio display beside the tunnel

entrance. Abseilers armed with tins

of paint redecorated the portal in

shades of red, white and blue in a

choreographed routine.

It must have been quite a sight. I

had to be content with watching

edited highlights of the performance

on television that evening.

Safety fears thought to be behind crash barrier replacement
Concern over the safety of wire

rope barriers in the central reserve

is thought to be behind a decision

to replace a stretch of barrier after

only five years on a dual

carriageway in Kent.

The 2km long Lamberhurst

bypass on the A21 opened in

2005, and work began in

November to replace the central

barrier with a steel post system.

The Highways Agency says that the

barrier replacement is primarily

being carried out to allow

emergency gates to be installed.

These will allow vehicles trapped

behind a major incident, or

approaching a roadworks site, to

access the opposite carriageway

under controlled conditions.

But emergency gates are

typically installed on motorways to

relieve long tailbacks of traffic,

such as on the nearby M20 where

gates appear between two

junctions 20km apart. On the A21

at Lamberhurst, the bypass is less

than 2.5km long, with a

roundabout at each end.

An Agency spokesman admitted

that it is “moving away from

specifying barriers of that type”

when asked about wire rope safety

fences. But he refused to be drawn

on whether such barriers are

unsafe and added they are still an

approved option for use on the

strategic network.

News that high tensioned cable

barriers are being replaced on the

Lamberhurst bypass was welcomed

by the British Motorcyclists’

Federation. Its spokesman Jeff

Stone said that concrete barriers

provide the best form of protection

for motorcyclists, with steel barriers

next best.

“We created a fuss about the use

of such barriers on an upgrade to

the A43 near Silverstone a few

years ago, and made a strong

representation when the road was

being planned, but unfortunately

their installation went ahead,”

he said.

But transport research

consultant TRL played down fears

that wire rope safety fences are

unsafe. Head of vehicle restraint

Gavin Williams said: “All safety

barrier installations have to be

meet European standards. TRL did

conduct research two years ago

looking into the possible guillotine

effect of such fences, but we

found no instances of that

throughout the world. It is more

of a perceived issue.”

Passengers wait in vain for service updates at Tunbridge Wells station
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Job title – Director, TPi
Terms of reference – To head up
TPi’s management support and

advice service to both public and

private sector clients. I act as a

strategic adviser on highways,

transportation, waste, economic

development, environment

management and land use planning.

Suitability for the job – A long
local authority career working in

Derbyshire, Leicestershire,

Gloucestershire and Worcestershire,

including 13 years as a Chief Officer.

On a national level, I also worked

with CSS (now ADEPT) and CIHT.

Where based – Dorset and
Birmingham

Transport to work – I have an
office at home, but travel by car, train

or plane to meet with clients.

Top of in-tray – Ensuring that TPi’s
wide skills and experience are

appreciated, understood and fully

applied to satisfy the needs of clients.

Best aspect of job – The variety of
the work and the ability to respond

quickly and decisively to satisfy

client’s requirements.

Worst aspect – Travelling
What is the most important
transport issue today?

Ensuring funding to both maintain

current assets and to deliver vital

new transport infrastructure. In

particular, we need to see public and

private sectors working with

Government to find new and

innovative ways of funding. It is good

to see CIHT taking the initative to

lead work to pursue this.

How do you relax? – By enjoying
fresh air and exercise.

Ambition – To work and play at
anything that brings a sense of

achievement and makes me happy.

Working life:
Richard Wigginton

Debate:
Did the Comprehensive Spending Review deliver a fair outcome for the transport sector?

David Laing, MCIHT
Transport Consultant
With the Comprehensive
Spending Review seeking to
address a record UK budget
deficit, it was inevitable that
cuts would have to bemade
across all departments. In
percentage terms, the transport
budget was cut less thanmany
other areas of government
spending, reflecting an
understanding of its
importance in helping to
deliver future economic
growth. The need to explore
possibilities to reduce costs is
not necessarily negative: it is
the transport professional’s role
to ensure best use of scarce
resources, including capital.
While a number of planned

road schemes have been
delayed or cancelled,
confirmation that the majority
of interventions on key trade
routes are to progress is
welcome. It is good news both
for those who design and
construct new infrastructure
and also the logistics industry
and the public who ultimately

benefit from reduced
congestion, shorter journey
times andmore efficient road
based public transport.
The focus onmaking best

use of existing road
infrastructure through the
application of intelligent
transport systems on the
existing motorway network,
using managedmotorway
technologies and dynamic hard
shoulder running, is positive.
This is because through ITS, it
should be possible to deliver
many of these projects in a
shorter timescale and with less
adverse impacts than
greenfield construction.
The allocation of a sizeable

proportion of the Department
for Transport settlement to the
rail industry, including flagship
schemes like Crossrail, is
positive in reducing the
reliance on road transport.
However, the Strategic Freight
Network is potentially an
unfortunate casualty with
respect to the development of
the rail freight industry.
While the outcome of the

Spending Review clarifies
transport spending in England,
the impacts in the devolved
administrations will not be
known until after each
administration publishes its
own budget.

Nadeem Mohammed, MCIHT
Senior Consultant
In my opinion, the
Government has not fully
recognised the potential of
the transport sector to
contribute positively to the
localism agenda,
sustainability and the
economy. Minor schemes and
maintenance projects
delivered by local highway
authorities are often regarded
by local people as a greater
priority than major schemes.
These projects help to address
transport issues important to
the day to day lives of local
people. A reduction in
maintenance funding, to me,
is a false economy as timely
maintenance intervention
reduces associated costs and
risks in the longer term.
The Comprehensive

Spending Review will have a
more severe impact on
transport budgets for local
highway authorities where
local major transport schemes
require a top-slice of funding
settlements such as at a joint

transport plan level. Under
these circumstances, the
burden of the reductions will
be on the local allocation after
the top-slice has been taken
into account.
The Local Sustainable

Transport Fund will provide
an opportunity to local
authorities to bid for funding
for interventions that support
economic growth and carbon
reduction. However, the final
decision for grant funding of
these bids will be decided
centrally rather than locally.
The reduction in the

Department for Transport’s
Bus Service Operators Grant
will have a negative impact on
passengers by potentially
increasing bus fares and/or
reducing the number of
services. Passengers who rely
on these services are often the
most vulnerable people in our
society. These services are
used by people that do not
have access to cars, and live in
rural communities or areas
that experience relatively high
levels of deprivation.
Society must recognise that

transport services play an
important role in everyday
life. It is our role as
transportation professionals
to use every opportunity to
promote our sector.

Yes No

Debate / Working life Transportation Professional Jan/Feb 2011



RENOVER
A new HRA 
Preservation 
Treatment 
with added
environmental 
benefits from
KIELY Bros.

 • RENOVER
A spray applied carriageway 

treatment using a special polymer 
modified bitumen emulsion and 

4-2mm aggregate.

• RENOVER
Arrests chipping loss and 

significantly prolongs 
carriageway life.

• RENOVER
Tests have shown Renover can 

reduce road noise by as much 
as 5 decibels, helping to reduce 

background noise by bypasses and 
urban locations
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KIELY FINISHES AND
APPLICATIONS INCLUDE

SURFACE DRESSING – 
Carriageways.

MICROASPHALT –
Carriageways and footways. 

SLURRY SURFACING –
Carriageways and footways. 

RETREAD –
Carriageways and footways. 

RENOVER –
Carriageways conservation. 

DURAPATCH –
Carriageway patching. 

BS EN ISO 9001 : 2000
Certifi cate No. 2327

For more information call:

0121 772 3800 
135 Cherrywood Road, 
Bordesley Green, 
Birmingham B9 4XE.

Fax: 0121 772 3826 
E-Mail: don@kielybros.
co.uk www.kielybros.co.uk
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www.publicrealm.info
01932 889371

In-house courses for technicians
 Low cost solutions in all highway engineering techniques 
Including:
 • Removing guardrails, bollards & signs safely
 • Reducing clutter

• Highway engineering in historic or rural areas
 • Safety Audit, Quality Audit, Risk & Liability
All courses tailored to your needs with local case studies

Email enquiries to,  public realm prian@aol.com

CIHT mid-career Public Realm & Urban 

• Practical implementation of Manual for Streets 1 & 2
 • Risk, Liability and safety 
 • New low cost approach to highways and public realm
 • All lectures by national experts & government advisors
Reserve your place for 2011: 5th-7th April & 14th-16th June
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Transportation Services
New opportunities and the challenge of effective delivery

East Midlands Conference Centre, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RU

Thursday 24th March 2011, 12.30 - 17.00
In trying to deal with high levels of national debt, the Coalition 
Government has set a radical agenda with implications and challenges 
for professionals in all transport sectors. To consider how to respond 
to the reduced available funding for vital transportation services, the 
conference will inform transportation professionals on the Government 
position and initiatives to mitigate the impacts of the economic pressures 
with commentary on the Local Enterprise Partnerships and Localism Bill.

This conference will be relevant to all transportation decision makers 
and professionals in the public sector, consultancies, contractors and to 
associated professionals in commerce and industry.

The registration form for this chargeable event is available from  
Fiona Turner, tel 0115 823 2655 or email fiona.turner@ice.org.uk

Welcoming Introduction
John Parry, Chair ICE East Midlands Transport Professional and Interest 
Network

Key Issues and Governance Initiatives
DfT Speaker to be confirmed – The Department for Transport’s 
governance and strategy to support the delivery of sustainable transportation 
services.
Nick Hodgson, Chief Executive, Derbyshire County Council – Administrative 
challenges, implications and opportunities for Local Authorities in addressing 
localism and formation of Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs).
George Cowcher, Director and Chief Executive, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire Chamber of Commerce – The implications and opportunities 
for commerce and industry working through the Local Enterprise Partnerships.

Challenges for delivery
Matthew Lugg, Director Environment and Transport, Leicestershire County 
Council – Responding to the impact of the spending review and meeting the 
challenge of delivering priority transportation services for a Shire county and 
working within the Localism agenda.
Grant Butterworth, Head of Planning, Transport & Intelligence, 
Nottingham City Council – A perspective on the implications of the Spending 
Review and meeting the challenge for delivering transportation services in 
Nottingham City and working within the Localism agenda.
Martyn Brooks, Director of Local Authority Partnerships, Halcrow –
Implications, challenges and opportunities for the private consultancy sector.
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By commenting favourably on the actions of CIHT’s current
President, it is not my intention to criticise by implication former
Presidents of our Institution. Nor do I wish readers to think I have
forsaken cynicism as a default position fromwhich to view what
our leaders might – or might not – be up to. It is just that Geoff
Allister actually appears to be fulfilling the promise apparent pre
his inauguration, particularly in regard to leadership. I say this
having been impressed by CIHT’s recently held National Strategic
Workshop (NSW) in which he played amajor part. As an initiative,
the workshop was timely, well defined and intelligently organised.
All participants were well briefed, most made worthwhile
contributions. The summing up was competent and – depending
on what happens next – the NSW and what follows may come to be
seen in CIHT terms as a seminal act of exerting influence. Or
exercising leadership, by another name.
You can read full details of the NSW on page 14. Suffice to say in

this column that the workshop (subtitled ‘Funding for UK
infrastructure’) was tasked with exploring new ways of funding and
delivering infrastructure in the current political and economic
climate. It had, as its genesis, Government’s National Infrastructure
Plan which in effect appeals for help from industry in devising new
and improved fundingmodels to generate capital and also smarter
ways of fulfilling projects to ensure that whatever funding is
available goes further. The workshop was a very rapid initial
response to Government’s appeal.
Chaired by Geoff Allister, the NSW drew its dozen or so high

powered participants from across the transport profession’s upper
echelons. They debated for three hours such subjects as generating
and capturing revenue streams, Local Enterprise Partnerships and
the best means of funding infrastructure delivery into deprived
areas. Various issues came to the fore: risk was one, localism and
small scale projects another, bundling (say of smaller, similar
projects from different areas with the one ‘back office’ and obvious
economies) a third. The tone was dynamic. A formal record of the
debate is being compiled (I acknowledge Parsons Brinkerhoff’s
contribution) and further meetings will determine future actions.
These could culminate in talks with Transport Minister Mike

Penning, for example, providing him with the transportation
profession’s answers to the National Infrastructure Plan’s calls. The
hope is that a momentumwill build with CIHT remaining at the
forefront. Geoff Allister’s Presidential Conference was entitled
‘Leading the way’. Seems the title was also a declaration of intent.

Chunnel champers
It was 20 years ago that British and Frenchminers greeted each
other as breakthrough was achieved on the service tunnel drive of
the Channel Tunnel. It was a hugely significant moment, since
when the fully functioning Chunnel has opened, the UK’s first high
speed line been built, St Pancras has been beautifully refurbished
and plans laid for a new fast railway to the north. I was one of two
journalists privileged to be there, when Graham Fagg cut through
the last of the chalk separating England from France. The stampede
that followed was from north to south: the British drive was dry, but
the French had champagne by the veritable bucketful.....
Ty Byrd, MCIHT

Review Editorial

Leading the way

13 November: Libya is embarking on a major programme of rebuilding and
upgrading the country’s transport infrastructure. The Libyan government has

announced plans to spend £36Bn on new infrastructure and housing projects,

on top of a planned £66Bn announced in 2009. The country has ambitious

plans to become the ‘gateway to Africa’. A new airport in the capital Tripoli is

nearing completion and high speed rail and road projects are under way.

25 November: Transport for London has admitted that station upgrades on
the Northern Line will be scaled back. Its Commissioner Peter Hendy said that

station work along the line was only 10% complete, rather than the 75%

planned for July 2010. A spokesman added that only major stations such as

Tottenham Court Road will now be upgraded.

Mr Hendy went on to urge the Government to continue investing in the

capital’s transport system. He identified the Bakerloo Line as being the next

route to be upgraded.

26 November: Highways Agency has been criticised for its commitment to
widening the M25 and not properly considering the potentially cheaper

option of hard shoulder running. The National Audit Office said: “The Agency

was never in a position to seriously consider hard shoulder running as an

alternative to its planned widening of the M25. A procurement strategy for

the M25 project that kept both widening and hard shoulder running as

serious options would have given more scope for a full assessment of both

solutions before contractual commitment.”

25 November: Eurotunnel is to install a fire suppression system inside the

Channel Tunnel, after earlier ruling it out. The news comes as accident

investigators publish a damming report into the causes of a fire in the tunnel

two years ago, which caused serious damage to one of the twin running

tunnel’s concrete linings. A ‘Fogtec’ sprinkler system is now being installed,

which promises to pinpoint fires within individual wagons and activate water

mist nozzles in critical areas. Very small water droplets are produced, that can

cool air temperatures in a burning tunnel from 1200°C down to 50°C in two

minutes. Passenger evacuation procedures will remain broadly unchanged.

19 November: Business leaders in Birmingham have put forward plans for a

tram network, including a link from the city centre to the airport. The idea has

been generated by a partnership of the city’s Business Improvement Districts,

the City Council, transport authority Centro and National Express.

Other transport proposals put forward as part of a plan to develop the city

over the next two decades include enhancing existing bus services, new park

and ride facilities and remodelling key junctions on the road network.

Birmingham’s assistant director of development strategy David Bull said the

council will use a variety of funding streams to develop the vision.
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Transportation Professional welcomes letters from readers on all subjects raised by the
magazine and about any other transportation issue. Please keep your letters brief and
include your CIHT designation, if applicable. The Editor reserves the right to condense.
Mail your letter to: The Editor, Transportation Professional, 7 Linden Close, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN4 8HH; or fax it to 01892 524456; or email it to jon@transportation-mag.com

STORY BEHIND THE SKETCHES FROMNOVEMBER’S COVER

Wewere flattered thatTransportation Professional selected our
‘Spot the difference’ sketches for theNovember cover. In fact the
sketches first saw the light of day almost 20 years ago.They
helped explain someDfT supported research for the thenCivic
Trust and the EnglishHistoricTowns Forum.The subjectwas
how to avoid general street clutter, especially in historic town
centreswhere the appearance of the streetswas seen to be
commercially important in the presentation of historic tourist
locations.
I visited about a dozen historic town centres across the

country. At each, the local highway authority had found away to
reduce at least someunnecessary street clutter.Most of the
clutterwas the result of over use ormisuse of particular
categories of street furniture: signs, lines, bins and assorted traffic
related structures.
No townhaddone everything that could be done.Therewere

wide differences in the understanding of the official rules and
regulations. A procedure thatwas accepted as normal in one
townwas greetedwith the sucking of teeth, wagging of heads and
emphatic professional opinion that such actionwould be illegal,
likely to lead to serious litigation against the authority and loss of
pension for the individual.
The sketches bring together in one scenemany of the actions

that had actually been taken to reduce clutter.They also attempt
to illustratewhy the reduction of clutter is important.Many town
centres have remnants of their historic past. And so the sketches
showamedieval church, originally the catholic parish church; a
Georgian pub, built to accommodate stage coaches and their

need for a change of horses; and aVictorian townhall and library,
symbols of nineteenth century democracy andphilanthropy. It is
the precise detail of these historic buildings and the spatial
relationship between them that distinguishes onemuch loved
town centre fromanother.
Go insideM&Sor Boots and youwould not knowwhat town

youwere in.The nationwide visual image that these stores
promote overwhelms any local character the shopmay once
have had. Street clutter has a similar effect.The traffic
paraphernalia thatmakes up street clutter is virtually the same in
every town. It creates a common foregroundmist that prevents
you appreciating the views and vistas that distinguishes one
place fromanother.
The fact that the sketcheswere used so long ago underlines

another fact. Everything that the groundbreakingManual for
Streets 2 advocates as new attitudes, was being said 20 ormore
years ago.No legislation or regulation has changed. Gordon
Cullenwriting in the Architectural Review spelt it all out in 1956.
Connoisseurs amongusmay evennotewith fondness someof
the vintage clutter.
What has happened is that a seeminglyminority opinion of 50

years ago – that the appearance of a street is important to
personal wellbeing aswell as economic viability, and therefore
needs to be balanced against the purely functional purpose of a
highway – safe and efficientmovement, is gradually being
accepted by our profession.
The sketches have served uswell. They have appeared in

several of our national and local street design publications. For
the last five yearswe have used them in amid career course that
we have run for the Public Realm Information andAdvice
Network.The short concentrated course is for all professionals
involved in the public realm.Transportation andhighways
specialists work togetherwith townplanners, urban designers
and landscape architects to learn about each other’s objectives
and techniques in order to help create andmaintain streets of
real quality.The next six day course starts on 12 April 2011. A
special CPD certificate is offered tomembers of theCIHT.
Colin Davis, FCIHT
Director, Public Realm Information and Advice Network
colinjdavis@aol.com www.publicrealm.info

ADVERTISING SPACE CONTRIBUTES TO CLUTTER
In all the recent discussion about ‘street clutter’ I have been
disappointed that there has beennomention of the clutter
created by advertisingmaterial. This frequently contains too
manywords to be taken in at a glance and often includes
telephone numbers/e-mail addresses/website addresses
which driversmay try to read to remember, or even to contact
while driving.
Evenworse aremoving text advertisementswhich hold the

reader’s attention for several seconds to read thewholemessage.
While it is important to restrict traffic signing to thatwhich is

strictly necessary tomake navigation simpler, the distractions

Sir,



75 years ago
Traffic lights should be erected wherever possible on the highway
network as they act as the most useful of warning signs for motorists.
Cost of installation should only be considered as a secondary factor, and
traffic lights should also serve the needs of pedestrians.

There appears to be uncertainty among motorists, however, as to
which colour is next to be displayed in a traffic light sequence. Of 12
drivers surveyed, only one person could correctly recall which light
follows the illumination of red and amber together.

50 years ago
Any one of our members who has to motor through the counties of
Durham and Northumberland on the A1 at peak periods will understand
the local anger and frustration at the delay in introducing dual
carriageways, wrote North Eastern Branch Chairman W J C Cotton.

He said that the proposed highway upgrades represent an excellent
alternative to the present “patching and making do policy” caused by
the absence of Ministry permission to go ahead with the A1
improvements.

He added that there is ample supplies of whinstone, limestone and
blast furnace slag roadstones in the North East to meet demands for
forthcoming works.

25 years ago
Institution President Allan Onions was among the guests at a Central &
Southern Scotland Branch dinner, held at the Holiday Inn, Glasgow. In a
speech to the 350 strong audience, Mr Onions said that enhanced road
systems improve a nation’s competitiveness.

That afternoon, the President was taken on a tour of the Strathclyde
central motorway system. He also visited a control room that oversees
the movement of vehicles on motorways and expressways as far afield as
Paisley, Hamilton and Dumbarton.

The Institution’s theme for the coming year is road safety and
accident prevention, and coincides with 1986 being designated as
European Road Safety Year.

10 years ago
England’s highway authorities are planning to expand their road
maintenance programmes next spring following a doubling of the
Government’s budget to £1Bn for the next two years.

A total of £535M is being made available to local authorities outside
London for 2001/02 and £555M in 2002/03. This compares with
£265M this year.

County Surveyors’ Society president Edward Chorlton said: “This is a
very good start. We now hope that the deterioration of our roads will be
arrested in the next three to five years.”

The Highway Engineer was the first journal of the
Institution of Highway Engineers and was followed in later
years by Highways & Transportation magazine. Here,
Transportation Professional includes extracts of stories
published in the journals 75, 50, 25 and 10 years ago.

Yours faithfully
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caused bymany advertisementsmust be dealt with.Most road
traffic accidents appear to have an element of distraction among
their causes.
Michael Elliott
Chartered Engineer, Road Safety Consultant, c/o Stirling Council,
Room 315, Viewforth, STIRLING, FK8 2ET
elliottm@stirling.gov.uk
Opinions expressed in correspondence are those of the author alone.

HUGE SIGNS TOWER HIGH ABOVE ST ALBANS

Your cover illustrations and article fromNovember’s issue
produced a very hollow laughhere in St Albans.The highway
authority is in the process of reviewing and replacing the primary
route direction signs in this cathedral city.Yes, elderly, ill-placed
and ineffective signs are being removed.The old signs, however,
were a relatively harmless part of the street scene compared to
their replacements.
These new signs are a visual catastrophe. Although the

x-heights have been kept to aminimum, the signs are huge –
often two or three times greater in area than their predecessors.
Some arewider than the footways overwhich they hang, located
on gantries almostworthy of theM25.One has been placed at the
principal entry to the cathedral; the black rear of another towers
fivemetres ormore above pedestrians approaching froma
shopping area.
They are the latest additions tomore andbigger highway

direction signs in the city, of which themost notable are electronic
car parking information signs.The situation here is going from
bad tomuchworse. As a townplanner, and vice chair of the local
Civic Society, I amappalled by the situation. It seems that the
aspirations ofManual for Streets 2 aremisplaced andmisleading,
and there is little prospect of relief from the tyranny of the
highway in our urban areas.
Peter Trevelyan FCIHT
PTrevelyan@aol.com



It will not be Government that comes
up with the answers to how to fund
and deliver transport infrastructure

– it will be industry. The new central
administration has said so itself in
private; and in public the suggestion is
implicit in the Treasury’s National
Infrastructure Plan. Government wants
to see new and smarter methods of
delivery, with greater private investment
and at less cost overall and it wants the
ideas to come from the transportation
professionals.
The response from CIHT is under way;

started at the Institution’s Britannia
Walk headquarters late in November
with a National Strategic Workshop
convened to discuss infrastructure
funding. The initiative originated from
Parsons Brinckerhoff and Balfour Beatty,
but the result was by no means a PB/BB
dominated event. CIHT President Geoff
Allister picked up the baton from PB and
BB, inviting to the table leading minds
of the transportation sector, from a
range of public and private sector
organisations, local and national
government. They did not disappoint.

Geoff Allister chaired proceedings
under Chatham House rules (all
information supplied freely but
unattributed) to encourage all to speak
frankly about challenges, difficulties and
what needs to be done. Industry has
been tasked and CIHT is determined to
take tangible actions forward to senior
politicians.

Workshop debate
Against a brief of discussing investment,
themes emerged around apportionment
of risk, issues of scale and how to
stimulate, spread and reward
innovation. Plus and importantly,
various models of investment and
development were proffered. This CIHT
workshop brought contributions from
different perspectives and geographical
areas. One definite action needed – and
authoritatively confirmed that
Government certainly wants to see – is a
run down on what has worked in the
past, where and why.
Warwickshire, for example, has

attracted private sector investment to
cover 25-50% of the cost of railway
station developments through a system

that identified a need for an asset and a
clear revenue stream. Furthermore, the
local authority took on all risk through
planning stages up to a point where the
project was secure enough for the
private sector to entertain investing and
taking on further risks for the long term.
This is just one example and there are

many more; the point being that
different options must be collated and
disseminated. There is no one size that
fits all, but in general, “for pursuing a
range of ideas and opportunities for
solutions and considering why people
do not want to invest, we have to look at
certain conditions. It boils down to
simple things: what will the private
sector be accountable for and what will
the public sector take on; what is the
degree of definition of what the scope is;
what is the revenue stream; and what
risks are sensible to take on and retain”,
came one well informed view.

A select group of leading transportation professionals from public and private sector organisations met at

Britannia Walk in November, to initiate CIHT’s response to Government’s infrastructure challenge.

Industry leaders convene
to kick start funding debate

Left to right: CIHT Learned Society & Technical Strategy Board Chair Robin Shaw; DfT Director for Regional
& Local Transport Delivery John Dowie; WSP Local Government Services Director John Nicholson

Transportation Professional Jan/Feb 201114 CIHT National Strategic Workshop

CIHT President and National Strategic Workshop
Chair Geoff Allister

“The ideas are all here but

outside this meeting they are

all widely dispersed.”
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Matters of scale came into discussions
several times. ‘Mega scale’ projects or
blocks of infrastructure are difficult to
deliver because the relevant roads or
transport infrastructure operate
nationally (the utilities industry in
comparison has divided into
geographical areas) and difficulties
cannot be overcome due to scale of risk
– in terms of the national political
picture. On the other hand, projects or
schemes that start out small with little
attraction to investors, once “bundled”
together as “like minded risk types” then
become very attractive as portfolios for
investment. “Then you can take out
some of the risk of delivery and revenue
streams and political risk associated
with one off mega projects.”
Bundling projects “is going to

happen”. Further ‘micro tolling’ of
sections of highway networks, similar to
the current regime at Dartford, is a real
possibility.
Back office administration accounts

for the majority of costs and so an
individual scheme, introducing tolls on
another major bridge, for example, does
not present good value. But if this
project were to share back office

operations with Dartford, then the costs
‘stack up’ for investment.
The implication was that local

authorities could get together to

establish and operate small scale road
tolling schemes. But this has in effect
already been looked at. Durham’s small
dip into this water showed a number >

“There is a consensus for bringing together projects

as portfolios or bundles of like minded risk types for

attracting investment.”

Left to right: Hertfordshire’s Environment Director John Wood; Highways Agency Deputy Chief Executive
Derek Turner; Warwickshire County Transport Planner and Capital Programmes Manager Roger Newman

Workshop attendees discussing UK infrastructure funding – here listening to the views of (bottom right of picture) Balfour Beatty’s Andrew Wolstenholme
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> of historic towns with heritage sites to
protect could have worked together, but
later attempts to introduce road pricing
in Edinburgh and Manchester
demonstrated the political walls such
ideas come up against.
Road pricing was debated with some

in the room still passionate about this as
sensible and logical: “The highway
network is the only substantial piece of
infrastructure that is free at the point of
use which must be, in a free market
economy, wrong.”
Ministers have told Transportation

Professional that the new Government
will not be introducing a charging
programme for existing roads. Better, it
was said at Britannia Walk, to look at
practical cases where something can
happen. Whereas Manchester put all of
its eggs into the basket of congestion
charging, attracting a lot of media
attention, at the same time, Halton

Borough Council has worked at its tolled
bridge (part of the proposed Mersey
Gateway scheme) and has made
progress. The public will be able to see a
real benefit in using the new crossing
due to a lack of a convenient alternative
and are likely to be willing to pay.
This came in context of overall

discussions on ‘revenue streams’ – the
imperative of having them for attracting

investment and how new forms of
cashable returns could be thought up.
How can wider, non user benefits –
those of environment, health, pollution,
carbon and so forth – be captured and
turned into a return on an investment?
Does there need to be a shift in public

awareness of benefits? Or is a great deal
of innovation needed from the financial

market? Banks’ conditions on funding
streams and traditional ‘constructs’ are
barriers, but also, transport scheme
promoters are tending to assume that
third party funders will figure out for
themselves the additional benefits that
can add value. If the more ‘off-piste’
benefits can be presented to developers
as part of a business case that puts
figures to new revenue that can be

created, then a lot more investment
could be brought in.
Could financial models be set up to

allow greater flexibility throughout the
course of the project? Local authorities
or promoters usually take the ‘leap of
faith’ at the start in terms of risk,
borrowing the money needed because
they are convinced of the wider benefits.
If a way could be found to capture
additional benefits, the capital
‘envelope’ needed at the beginning
could be reduced and the scheme made
more affordable from the start.
Non tangible benefits are being

monetised; models are being developed
to allow a more constructive dialogue
with developers. However, a cautionary
note was sounded: In some cases
cashable benefits are in contradiction to
policy objectives – such as paying per
tonne of waste dealt with at a transfer
station when the overall target is its
reduction and likewise aims to reduce
traffic would be contrary to investors’
hopes for a tolled section of road.
This was picked up as an “interesting

take on innovation”. The energy sector is
beginning to make a market out of
carbon reduction. Can transportation do
the same with its ‘non cashable benefits’
and create a market not out of building
a bypass or a railway station, but from
achieving more sustainable transport
from cheaper interventions?
Old style PFI is disappearing because

to make it fundable by the market, many
schemes became so “gold plated” that

It remains to be seen how transportation
will be affected by Government’s hopes or
intentions for Local Enterprise Partnerships
(LEPs), regional growth and the central
funding to be attached to both. LEPs will be
led by business but their plans delivered by
local authorities. First submissions from
LEPs are due at the end of January 2011,
but with very little guidance from
Government, it is clear decisions on
allocation of funds will be made on what
the LEPs produce.
At CIHT’s National Strategic Workshop

concerns were expressed over whether the
LEPs will come up with new sets of priorities
not informed by all the planning previously
done by Regional Development Agencies.

Does the transportation sector need to tell
the story all over again and ensure the link
between transport and strategic planning
remains? Certainly, transportation
professionals must be involved in LEPs’
emerging plans and CIHT with its political
neutrality may well have a role in providing
essential information.
For example, business may think

completion of a town’s ring road to be the
answer to their problems, whereas that type
of development could be the cause of many
of their ills. The means is needed to inform
them of the ‘science behind transportation’.
Likewise, there is a need to ensure

priorities are properly aligned. Government’s
Local Growth White Paper has shed little

light on whether it will go down a route of
rewarding areas that bring in private sector
investment, or prioritise support for regions
most in need of help for regeneration. A
suggestion of more ‘flexibility in the
system’, over tax increment funding,
returning business rates to local areas and
altering Section 106 agreements, has been
picked up, however.
Whichever options LEPs and scheme

promoters pursue, these will have to be
aligned to clear objectives of a strategic
plan with “the case for infrastructure well
made”, otherwise their business cases are
likely to collapse. There may be a role for
CIHT in showing how to construct the
argument for transportation spending.

Input needed to aid new development regimes

“We need more local stakeholders in their various configurations

pursuing different varieties of all of these models.”

Left to right: John Wood, Derek Turner, and Roger
Newman contemplating the options



they no longer present a “good buy”. So
where does the credible funding
source come from? Tolling smaller
individual pieces of infrastructure is
being looked at, but there are also some
other examples such as Reading’s work
with its inner ring road low emission
zone, which has not raised a lot of
money but is targeting an important
local issue.
Overall it became clear that a lot of

good work is already under way within
industry, on a range of issues. There are
actions that CIHT could undertake,
including provision of politically
neutral advice for Government and
private sector investors.
The new regime of Local Enterprise

Partnerships and its implications were
debated at length (see box). This is one
area where CIHT could ensure newly

formed organisations are well informed
of the ‘science behind transport’ and
important links with strategic planning.
The Institution will not be doing work

for the sake of it. Parsons Brinckerhoff
is due to report back on many of the
main outcomes from this initial
workshop. CIHT will then pinpoint how
it can best contribute to overall
industry efforts, recognising that other
organisations such as ADEPT and the
Treasury’s Infrastructure UK are already
working on related projects.
Issues relating to the often excessive

costs of UK transportation were
discussed at Britannia Walk, but an
acknowledgement was made towards
IUK work expected to report on this
very soon. CIHT will wait for that report
before deciding if and how it can
contribute to an agenda of cost
reduction.
CIHT and its friends will certainly be

playing their part in a new atmosphere
of industry participation.
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Right to left: Worcestershire County Council Director of Environmental Services John Hobbs; Durham’s
Head of Technical Services Steve Keetley (Parsons Brinckerhoff MD for Europe Nick Flew is out of shot left)

The attendees

Geoff Allister – CIHT President and Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Roads Service
Ty Byrd – Editorial Director, Transportation Professional
John Dowie – Director for Regional & Local Transport Delivery, Department for
Transport and Chair, UK Roads Liaison Group

Brian Fitzpatrick – Partner and Head of Highways, EC Harris
Nick Flew – Managing Director, Parsons Brinckerhoff UK and Europe
John Hobbs – Director of Environmental Services, Worcestershire County Council
Steve Keetley – Head of Technical Services, Durham County Council

Roger Newman – County Transport Planner and Manager of Capital Programmes,
Warwickshire County Council

John Nicholson – Local Government Services Director, WSP and Chair ACE Local
Government Specialist Interest Group

Robin Shaw – CIHT Learned Society & Technical Strategy Board Chairman

Derek Turner – Deputy Chief Executive, Highways Agency
Andrew Wolstenhome – Director of Innovation & Strategic Capability, Balfour Beatty

John Wood – Director of Environment, Hertfordshire County Council and Vice
President, ADEPT

“Tolling new smaller bits of

infrastructure is certainly

being looked at.”

“Ministers have said that you

lot, the professionals, have

got to come up with some

alternative ways of raising

money.”
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Pocket Profile: Individual

Stephen Child Consultancy
07585 703 655
stephenchild@smc-consultancy.co.uk
www.smc-consultancy.co.uk

CONTACT FILE:

Experience gained on a path to the top of local
authority highway management places Stephen
Child (MCIHT) well for supporting public and
private sector organisations. After 36 years
working in the highways department of Surrey
County Council, Mr Child is now offering his
expertise as Stephen Child Consultancy.
Professional input is on offer for virtually

every area of highway network operations, as
listed on the new company’s website. The list
is a reflection of knowledge built during a
successful career with Surrey. From a start
point as a trainee engineer, Mr Child gathered
valuable experience on his way to becoming
Surrey’s assistant head of transportation and
latterly the county’s group manager for all
highway operations of the western side of
the county.
His wide field of view takes in all strategic and

technical aspects of road network management;
pavement engineering and asset management,
for instance, with all of their budgetary
restraints and demands associated with
operating in a political and public environment.

“In theory my team’s role was restricted to
looking after Surrey’s highways, but in reality
we were also the front end of liaison with
everyone and all organisations that used the
county’s roads. We had a continuous public
and political interface, which I found very
rewarding. Providing all sides are
communicative, politicians have a lot to offer
to help highway operations run smoothly,”
Mr Child says.
Experience of work in partnership with the

private sector is another valuable string to
Mr Child’s bow. As a senior manager with
Surrey he was at the forefront of procuring
outsourced highway maintenance services for
the county around 10 years ago. Since then he
has continuously striven to drive greater value
and efficiency from the resulting public/private
sector relationship.
Now Mr Child finds himself well placed to

advise clients on a variety of highway
management and service delivery matters.
“It’s an exciting opportunity and I’m looking
forward to the challenge,” he says.

Got a message to get
across? Start here.....
If you have something to say about yourself, your company or your products,

Transportation Professional’s Pocket Profiles allow you an effective and low cost way of

getting your message across – to thousands of transportation practitioners.

Pocket Profiles are a new medium
available to individuals, companies and
product manufacturers to tell 13,000 CIHT
members about their news, what they
have to offer and where they can be
found. Each profile is succinctly written by
Transportation Professional staff and
serves as a concise and colourful means of
reaching the magazine’s readers and
providing information they might not
otherwise receive.

Space is tight within Transportation
Professional: sponsorship of Pocket Profiles
means the magazine can add pages that
could not otherwise be justified

economically. Becoming a sponsor means
that you get promotional coverage and
Transportation Professional increases the
amount of information it is able to provide
to readers. Not only that, but Pocket
Profiles will be carried on CIHT’s website
(www.ciht.org.uk, click ‘Pocket Profiles’.)

Sponsorship is not expensive,
particularly if you are a CIHT member.
Entries will be especially welcomed from
individuals who have recently moved
employment, particularly those setting up
on their own; smaller companies wishing
to promote themselves and expand their
area of activity; and producers of

innovative new products that are of
interest and relevance to professionals in
the transportation sector.

Deep Pocket Profiles are also available
to those who require more than the
standard 300 word Pocket Profile. Contact
the team for details.

Stephen Child – local authority highways
specialist sets up on his own.

Editorial: Jon Masters
01892 553146
Sponsorship: Sally Devine
01474 833 871

CONTACT FILE:



Pocket Profile: Company

Tarstone Surfacing Limited
01942 677978
rory@tarstone.co.uk
www.tarstone.co.uk

CONTACT FILE:

Tarstone Surfacing is a relatively new
company but one backed by the many years
of experience of its founder and managing
director Rory O’Connor. Rory established
Tarstone at just the right time, as the true
value of surface dressing to pavement
preservation began to dawn on highway
authorities.
One of Tarstone’s principal skills is

applying surface dressing binders for surface
dressing works.
This summer the company has worked its

socks off – highway clients having realised
(after last winter) that those of their roads
that were surface dressed have not potholed,
unlike many of their undressed roads, thanks
to the waterproofing effect of the binder.
In light of tightened budgets, this has led

to an upsurge in surface dressing
programmes and (as far as Tarstone is
concerned) a highly fortuitous increase in
application of surface dressing binders.
“The timing for us has been just right,”

says Rory O’Connor. “There are always

risks associated with starting a new business
but catching a market that is growing helps
you sleep at night.”
An early contract has involved an

extended programme of surface dressing
works in the East Riding of Yorkshire which
has been carried out this year to everyone’s
great satisfaction, apparently. There is the
prospect of further work for East Riding of
Yorkshire County Council. Other contracts
have been won this year and the future
looks bright.
Tarstone Surfacing offers tack coat and

bond coat binder spraying services as well
as the supply and application of surface
dressing binders.
Rory has over three decades of

experience of highway maintenance
contracting and is well known in the surface
treatments sector. A civil engineer and
Fellow of the Chartered Institution of
Highways & Transportation, he recently
followed the CIHT path to registration as a
Chartered Engineer.

Tarstone Surfacing – taking advantage of
the upsurge in surface dressing.
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Pocket Profile: Product

Colas Products: Melisa Johnson
01925 632616
melisa.johnson@colas.co.uk
info@colas.co.uk

CONTACT FILE:

Colas Products’ Colpatch is a cold mix
storage grade macadam that is ideal for
highway authorities’ pothole repair
programmes – at any time of year. The
material is also available throughout Britain,
supplied in 6mm and 10mm grades in bags,
buckets or bulk form.
Colpatch incorporates ‘MACFIX

technology’ – a binding additive that gives the
pothole repair material properties of long
term durability once installed and storage of
up to two years.
Highway authorities have been using

Colpatch as their “first line of defence for
responding to potholes” because it performs
as well or better than hot mix material –
particularly in wet or cold weather – and
because its storage capability allows flexibility
in how reactive maintenance teams work.
They can load up at the beginning of the
day and not return to the depot or plant
until their shift is finished. Depots can
keep the material in storage for use as and
when needed.

These advantages are making highway
teams “master of their own destiny” in terms
of how they work. They also report Colpatch
as having a “tenacious bond” to the surfaces
of potholes.
“With Colpatch stored at the depot we

save a lot of time and the crews can go out
with a truck full of material and stay out all
day fixing potholes,” says one of Colas
Products’ cutomers. “We know the results
will be as good or better because in cold
weather hot mix material cools quickly on
contact with the pothole and does not adhere
well to the surface. We find Colpatch as good
as any macadam or hot mix asphalt.”
For the best results Colas recommends

that the base surface of the pothole is
primed with a tack coat such as Colas Leotak
and that vertical edges should be formed as
much as possible and then pretreated with
Colas Bitukold edge sealant prior to forming
joints. However, quick repairs can be
performed without any cutting out, tackcoat
or edge sealant.

Colpatch – premier cold mix solution for
repairing potholes.
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Motorists on Tyneside will begin
using a second bore of the Tyne
Tunnel in February 2011.

Immersed tube, cut and cover and bored
tunnel sections have now been joined up.
Mechanical and electrical work is under
way and approach roads nearly ready.
The £260M ‘NewTyne Crossing’ is being

built by main contractor Bouygues Travaux
Publics to relieve congestion and help
boost the local economy by dualling the
A19 between Jarrow and East Howdon (see
box below). Opening of the new tunnel in
February will allow traffic to be diverted
away from the existing 43 years old Tyne
Tunnel, which will then be refurbished
with new safety and operating systems.
The old and new structures are due to
operate in tandem fromDecember 2011.
The NewTyne Crossing measures 1.5km

in length, of which 400m consists of a
central section of immersed tube tunnel
formed from four massive concrete boxes
precast at nearby docks on the Tyne. The
last of these to be floated out was lowered
into place in a trench in the river bed in
February this year (see box, above right).
Work started inMay 2008, at the docks

and at sites north and south of where the
immersed tube section would sit. Since
then a lot of work has been completed on
both banks of the Tyne, particularly on the
southern side where almost 700m of

tunnel construction now connects with a
new south portal and junction complex.
Cut and cover techniques have been

used for constructing the majority of the
tunnel on the south bank; the exceptions
being two 30-40m bored and spray-
concrete lined sections beneath existing
local roads and utility services. Southern
cut and cover boxes are up to 14mwide,
just over 10m deep and with 1m thick
walls, bases and roof slabs. Diaphragm
walling was usedmostly to form the sides
prior to excavation, from (north to south) a
‘transition’ structure close to the river, to

shallower construction where the tunnel
was formed between secant piled walls.
At the tunnel’s furthest southern end a

130m long reinforced concrete box has
been built above ground alongside the
approach road of the old tunnel. The
existing carriageway was in an open
reinforced concrete channel, but this is
now encapsulated by a further wall and
roof slab structure, which has effectively
extended the old portal to meet that of the
new tunnel. Both entrance structures will
be backfilled, making land for landscaping
or development.

A second road tunnel beneath the River Tyne is nearing completion with sophisticated equipment being

installed to conclude a major two and a half year construction project.

Tyne tunnel exertions
draw near to a close

The team behind the £260M New Tyne
Crossing is pleased with progress since work
began on site in May 2008. But the man in
charge of TT2, the company responsible for
part financing the project, designing and
building the new crossing and operating and
maintaining both the original and newtunnels,
is glad that financial close on the project came
when it did in November 2007.
“This project might not have gone ahead if

we had tried to sign the contract a year later,”
says TT2’s managing director Trevor Jackson.
“Many big banks became nervous (about
investing in infrastructure projects) during the
recession and started to review their
operations. We were fortunate.”
Need for the second tunnel is both local and

regional, say the project’s promotors. Locally, it
is hoped that the new crossing will relieve a
traffic bottleneck and generate employment.

From a wider perspective, the new tunnel
should help to improve journey times along the
A19 between North Yorkshire and
Northumberland. Tyne & Wear Integrated
Transport Authority project director Paul
Fenwick says: “There is a clear need for this
scheme and the local community has reacted
well, despite initial howls of horror 12 years
ago when we first circulated plans
safeguarding land for future development.”

New tunnel deal sealed just in time

A view through cut
and cover and bored
tunnel sections on the
south side of the Tyne
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On the north bank of the Tyne the cut
and cover tunnel is only 300m in length,
but equally massive in section and
including an 81m ‘crossover’ box. This
takes new carriageway over old, 3m above
the roof of the existing bored tunnel. Mass
concrete cross members, 2.5m in depth,
span the width of the new structure due to
more shallow diaphragmwalling. Also at
the tunnel’s northern end, two new and
expansive toll plazas have been built.
Advanced safety equipment is now being

intalled in the new tunnel and will be
retrofitted to the existing Tyne crossing. In

addition to emergency escape passages (a
new dividing wall will form a new passage
within the old tunnel), a fire suppression
systemwill deliver a fine mist of water in
an emergency in both tunnels.
Sophisticated camera technology will

detect stationary vehicles or any pedestrian
movement. Radio transmission ‘leaky
feeders’ inside the tunnels will allow
emergency announcements to be
transmitted to car radios – overriding and
interrupting all other radio frequencies.

Xtra-info: www.newtynecrossing.info

Tyne docks prove valuable in supporting role

Four 90m long reinforced concrete boxes of
the immersed tube section of the New Tyne
Crossing were cast within a nearby dry dock
before being floated out and lowered into
place in a dredged channel. The concrete
units were then jacked together under
hydrostatic pressure.
A large cutter suction dredger formed the

channel and the resulting 400,000 cubic
metres of spoil was pumped through a 2km
pipeline and used to fill a redundant dock in

the Port of Tyne. Contractor Bouygues Travaux
Publics’ managing director Nicolas Caille says
that the use of immersed precast concrete
sections suited the relatively shallow river Tyne
and reduced the overall length of the tunnel
construction.
“The tunnel sections were destined to be

built in Norway,” he says, “but making use of
a dry dock less than 5km away reduced the
risk of delays and was of benefit to local
manufacturing firms.”

Tyne Tunnels

Existing road network

Road widening and new roads

Existing Tyne Tunnel

Cut and cover north section

Crossover box

Immersed tube

Cut and cover south

Bored tunnel

Cut and cover piled section

Southern portal structures
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Street lighting managers would be
justified in thinking they have been
on the receiving end of some harsh

treatment in recent months. A critical
impression was presented by a BBC
Newsnight programme in November;
reporting that local authorities are
switching off street lights to save money in
response to recent spending cuts. That
report followed Government’s
Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR),
which removed the Department for
Transport’s PFI credit stream for street
lighting
The PFI loss and the CSR overall have

put a big dent in many authorities’ existing
plans for ‘invest to save’ initiatives and
clearing their backlogs of lighting columns
and lamps in need of replacement. Never
mind the CSR, local authorities’ efforts to
reduce long term energy consumption
and costs by improving their lighting
assets have been in gestation for a number
of years.
Generally, technology based invest to

save initiatives require relatively small
amounts of investment compared to sums
needed for catching up with column and
lamp replacements. The total UK backlog is
estimated at £1.3Bn and additional
investment is needed just to reach ‘steady
state’ replacement of ageing lamp columns,
according to a recent UK Lighting Board
report. For local authorities, the PFI route
has been the only realistic way of gathering
significant funds for tackling this problem;
allowing installation of modern technology
for reduction of energy consumption and
better light quality at the same time.
So far 26 street lighting PFI projects have

got under way with another four currently
progressing through contract procurement.
Authorities involved in a further round of
PFI bidding – Durham (with Stockton),
Essex, Gloucestershire, Hertfordshire,
Kirklees andWarrington – have been
disappointed.
According to a DfT spokesman “local >

Government’s abandonment of PFI as a route to street lighting investment means other ways have got to

be looked at for funding maintenance and finding savings. Jon Masters reports.

Lighting authorities
consider their options

Kent gets better connected, faster

An innovative ‘Rent a Jointer’ initiative has
been established in Kent as part of efforts
to maintain high levels of lighting service.
Essentially, Kent County Council’s (KCC)
highway term maintenance contractor
Ringway has committed to employ and
manage the workload of two ‘jointers’
(connection operatives) of the region’s
electricity supplier EDF Energy.
In the process, the average cost of

connecting new lighting to electricity supply
has been cut by 70%. Time taken to
complete maintenance has been reduced
and public perceptions improved, as a result
of Ringway being able to manage the
connections process, the company claims.
The Rent a Jointer concept has been

introduced across the energy sector and was
included as a key part of a 2004 Ofgem
directive on connections service. For local
authority street lighting managers delays to
connections are a common problem. Often,
when a new column is erected, its

predecessor has to remain in place until the
new connection is made. Only when the
energy supplier has completed its work can
a highway maintenance crew return to
remove the old column and finalise footway
reinstatement work.
According to Ringway, Rent a Jointer

allows the entire lighting replacement task
to be undertaken in one visit – with two
jointers in the maintenance team.
Ringway has now embarked on the

second stage of its initiative. Having worked
closely with KCC, EDF Energy and its
connections subcontractor Murphy’s over the
past 18 months, Ringway is now seeking to
become a directly accredited unmetered
connections provider (UCP). This is initially
intended for work in Kent, but the company
aims to develop the service for all of its
customers. Resulting savings are expected to
be ‘substantial’. Around £8M is spent
annually on street lighting maintenance in
Kent, involving 7000 connections each year.

Ringway has taken on management of lighting power connections in Kent – reducing costs by 70%
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> authorities still have the procurement
option of developing PFIs through their
own funding streams such as the
Integrated Funding block”. In
Hertfordshire, however, plans for a
technology based PFI street lighting
scheme to be supported with £139M of
credits from Government have been
abandoned, with the need now to find
savings in general.
“Our PFI would have replaced our

ageing street lighting stock (60% of the
county’s columns are over 40 years old)
and allowed installation of new technology,
including a control management system
for light ‘dimming’ and reducing energy
consumption,” says Hertfordshire County
Council’s head of transport programmes
and strategyMikeYounghusband. “Now we
are looking at a more conventional
approach both in terms of funding and
technology.”
Reports in local government media have

industry commentators coming out in
defence of street lighting managers
following the Newsnight report, although
the programme was not entirely incorrect.
According toMrYounghusband,
Hertfordshire County Council has to find
£150M of cost reductions in total.
Hertfordshire Highways has been asked
to look across its whole department to
find savings.
Street lighting is a politically sensitive

issue for local authorities, but it is an area
where savings can bemade. “This will be
hard because people have become used to
certain levels of service,” Mr
Younghusband says. Hertfordshire will be
looking at what can be done when it relets
its outsourced highways maintenance
service in 2012 with partial night lighting
and ‘deillumination’ – switch off – in
places. Replacement of lamp columns will
continue on a slow rolling programme
“taking a risk management based
approach”. Lighting service ‘outage’
response targets will be reviewed, Mr
Younghusband says.
“If we are going to have areas with less

lighting it would be incongruous to
maintain high standards throughout other
districts. Lower levels of response to outage
may apply where full lighting is
maintained.”
Such austerity imposed on highway

authorities has come just as advanced
lighting technology is becoming a realistic
and practical prospect – if funds can be
found. According to Urbis Lighting

managing director Patrick Baldrey, LED
technology is developing quickly.
“Investment is still needed and these
solutions are not necessarily economic,
but if done correctly, authorities installing
LEDs today will make savings,” he says.
Currently, outputs from LEDs are about

100 luminance per watt, but could reach
twice that performance within five years,
Mr Baldrey says. This would allow further
economies on numbers of lighting
columns and lamps needed in any given
area and permit more energy savings. In

Middlesbrough, a trial of Urbis Lighting’s
‘Nano 2’ LED luminaire is claimed to have
brought a 65% energy saving.
“They (LEDs) are developing at a fast

rate and could soon allow authorities to
halve their number of lighting columns,
but this needs investment,” Mr Baldrey
says. “In the interim a simple solution
could be retrofitting high pressure sodium
lamps with Cosmopolis control gear for
trimming. This would be a relatively
inexpensive invest to save initiative with
quick pay back.”

LED technology is developing fast. A trial of Urbis Lighting’s Nano 2 LED technology in Middlesbrough is
claimed to have brought a 65% energy saving and improved upon light quality along the cycleway route
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The well proven Rosander Path Pipe, which gets rainwater from 
downspouts into the kerb side channel from many inaccessible places, 

can be supplied in an increased number of sections to cope with the 
increase of flash rain storms.

The standard 100×100 and 100×50 sections have had  
a 150×100 and 200×100 added to the range. Non standard sizes  

for particularly awkward locations are routinely supplied.

Deeper and shallower shoes and even a No Shoe option are  
examples of the adaptability of this versatile system.

For further information please contact

Sue Crook

BLACKBURN FRASER LIMITED
6 Choir Street, Salford, M7 1ZD

www.blackburnfraser.co.uk
Tel: 0161 835 2068    Fax: 0161 834 7551

E mail: sue@blackburnfraser.co.uk
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The Bridges Board is one of four
boards of the UK RLG:

UK Roads Liaison Group
CIHT, 119 Britannia Walk
London N1 7JE

info@ciht.org.uk, www.ciht.org.uk
tel: 0207 336 1555
fax: 0207 336 1556
web: www.ukroadsliaisongroup.org
twitter: www.twitter.com/ukrlg

UKRLG Chairman: John Dowie

UKRLG Board Chairmen
Roads: Matthew Lugg
Lighting: Dana Skelley
Bridges: Mike Winter
Network Management:
Derek Turner

Senior Policy Officer
Justin Ward
email: justin.ward@ciht.org.uk
tel: 0207 336 1584

The May 2010 General Election came along at just the
wrong time for the UK bridges sector. Dissolution of
Parliament in April prior to the Election also dissolved the
Transport Select Committee (TSC) as it was. In the
process, a premature end was brought to the committee’s
inquiry into failure of infrastructure, particularly bridges,
following the November 2009 flooding in Cumbria
(Transportation Professional, July 2010).
A good opportunity to raise the profile of some vital

issues for bridge engineers was lost. It cannot be known
now whether the TSC’s Cumbria report would have
grabbed the attention of national media and the general
public, but it might have been the fillip the Bridges Board
needs to get some important projects off the ground.
“There are a couple of pressing issues for us that need

to be moved forward,” says the new Bridges Board chair
Mike Winter. “Firstly, there is work on developing a
specification for bridge inspection training and
competence levels. Secondly, a financial planning toolkit
is needed in order to progress asset management for
highway structures.”
Progression of the first of these projects is connected

to events in Cumbria because a bridge collapse there has
added to others caused by actions of scour beneath
bridge supports.
It is unlikely that the enormity of the Cumbria flooding

event and resulting structural failures could have been
anticipated, but failure of a rail bridge over the River
Crane at Feltham, west London, in 2009 could have been.
According to reports, the Rail Accident Investigation
Branch (RAIB) found the Feltham collapse to have
resulted from scour action brought on by a fallen tree
immediately upstream of the masonry bridge.
Change in river flow should have been spotted and

further investigation carried out, the RAIB said. Similarly,
standard inspection procedures failed to spot the heavy
corrosion that caused collapse of a rail bridge – and
derailment and ignition of a train of flammable chemicals
– at Stewarton near Kilmarnock in 2009 because the
corroded structural elements were hidden from view.
Network Rail claims to have revised its inspection

regimes for scour and hidden components, but part of the
Bridges Board’s remit is to disseminate developments and
best practice across industry and UK governments.
Work on a specification for bridge inspector training

was due to go ahead with contributions to a total project
cost of £100,000 committed from ADEPT, the HA,
Transport for London and others, says Mr Winter. “We now

await funds from the Department for Transport (DfT) to
allow commencement of this project. Early resolution of
this hold up is needed if we are not to lose funds from
other contributors due to their own budget cuts, which
would be a great shame because we really need to
formalise bridge inspection training.”
The TSC’s Cumbria inquiry allowed members of the UK

highways and bridges community to point out their
concerns over bridge inspection and other issues. Despite
the inquiry being aborted, transcripts of questions and
evidence given were published on the UK Parliament
website. These show that the TSC was surprised to learn
of the scale of bridge maintenance backlogs and the fact
that in general local authorities are not adhering to DfT
indications of what proportions of overall highway
maintenance allocations should be spent on bridges.
This will make familiar reading for many Transportation

Professional readers, as will the Bridges Board’s business
plan. Projects relating to the need for greater take up of
asset management, for example, remain as important
items on the Board’s plan, despite bridges being the first
transportation sector to introduce a code of practice for
this approach almost 10 years ago.
Most authorities now have very good inventories of

their bridge assets, says Mike Winter. This alone does not
allow effective long term planning of management and
maintenance, however.
Engineers also need the means to model the financial

implications of the depreciation of bridges and their
components over time.
The Bridges Board’s project to produce an appropriate

financial planning toolkit for calculating depreciated
replacement costs has been approved by Government, but
is currently on hold awaiting a funding decision. The
Bridges Board also hopes to be in a position to
commission development of guidance on management of
components commonly hidden from visual inspections.
“These related projects are important for several

reasons,” Mr Winter says. “Bridge inspection training, for
example, is vital for safety, but also because the
inspection data informs asset management decisions.
While I recognise that I have taken over as chair of the
Bridges Board at a difficult time with virtually all
Government budgets being reduced, the bridges sector
has been driving out inefficiencies for some time, and we
do have significant maintenance backlogs.
“Fully costed asset management will allow bridge

engineers to plan far better and demonstrate exactly

UK Bridges Board: Hoping
for help on key issues
Inquiries into bridge failures that followed heavy flooding in Cumbria should have
helped raise awareness of issues considered vital for the UK Bridges Board. Over a
year after the flooding, a number of important projects still await funding.

On the advice of UKRLG,
Government’s Secretaries of State
for Transport and Communities &
Local Government have written to
local authorities expressing the
importance of keeping transport
networks moving this winter.
Ministers point out that UKRLG

has developed winter service
guidance supplementary to the
Well-Maintained Highways code of
practice. This advice note advises on
actions to assist in the planning,
preparation and effective use of salt
stocks and other resources.
It is too late at this stage of the

winter season to introduce changes
to service provision involving
substantial investment. Hence, the
supplementary guidance focuses on
actions appropriate for
implementation during 2010/11.
However, it also points to other
documents relevant to the medium
and longer terms.

Members of UKRLG provided
input to public advice published on
the DirectGov website, on residents’
clearing of snow and ice from
pavements outside their
properties. UKRLG supported the
Independent Winter Service Review
by David Quarmby and will now
review its own guidance in light of
outcomes from that report.

RLG news
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Above: Standard inspection procedures failed to spot heavy corrosion of hidden structural elements at
Stewarton last year, resulting in a catastrophic collapse and derailment of a train of flammable chemicals

what funding is needed and why, with indication
of implications if funds cannot be provided.”
The bridges sector is making real progress on

the issue of scour, which links closely with flood
risk assessment, Mr Winter adds. The Highways
Agency (HA) is currently defining sensible
procedures for assessing risk of scour, drawing on
work by Network Rail following a bridge collapse in
the late 1980s. “Guidance on scour assessment is
coming for bridge managers,” Mr Winter says. “Few
will have the funds to visit every site, but all will
be able to identify and work on the structures at
greatest risk.”

Xtra-info: The Bridges Board’s business plan can
be found at www.ukroadsliaisongroup.org/
bridges Full transcripts from the Transport Select
Committee’s aborted inquiry into events in Cumbria
can be found at www.parliament.uk

UK Bridges Board

Chair: Mike Winter – (Dorset CC), ADEPT

Graham Bessant – London Underground Ltd
Ian Bucknall – Network Rail
Graham Cole – (Surrey CC), ADEPT
Bob Flitcroft – (Lancashire County Council), ADEPT
Neil Garton Jones – County Surveyors' Society Wales
Satbir Gill – (London Borough of Hounslow) TAG
Rod Howe – British Waterways
Liz Kirkham – (Gloucestershire CC), ADEPT

Neil Loudon – Highways Agency
David MacKenzie – (Highland Council) Society of
Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland (SCOTS)

Stuart Molyneux – Metropolitan Authorities
Stephen Pottle – Transport for London
Andy Phillips – Welsh Assembly Government
Bill Valentine – Transport Scotland
Graeme Brown – Northern Ireland Roads Service
Paul Williams – (London Borough of Brent) London
Bridge Engineers Group (LoBEG)

David Yeoell – London Technical Advisors Group
Edward Bunting and Paul Foskett – DfT

Dorset County Council’s head of engineering Mike

Winter willingly accepted the chair of the Bridges

Board earlier this year as Northumberland’s Greg

Perks stood down. A long serving member of

ADEPT’s Engineering Committee and currently

chair of its Bridges Group, Mr Winter was “happy

to follow previous Bridges Group chairs” and take

up the equivalent UK Bridges Board position.

“I’m honoured and quite proud to take on this

role,” he says. “I’m passionate about the ADEPT

Bridges Group way of networking and extending

out to the regions and local authorities. Questions

and information travel quickly back and forth, and

the Bridges Board takes this further, providing an

important link between bridge owners of road, rail

and waterways sectors throughout the UK.”

There is a “key hope”, Mr Winter says; that the

Bridges Board’s membership across industry and

UK governments gives it sufficient clout to make a

convincing argument for important central

Government support.

One important reason for maintaining funding

for Bridges Board projects is the move towards

Whole of Government Accounting (WGA). A

timetable for this has been set for local

government, but for authorities to comply fully

and consistently, they need a standard method of

valuing specific assets and their component parts.

“Development of an asset management financial

toolkit is ready to start,” Mr Winter says. “Once

bridge engineers have this they can enter values

of their inventories into WGA.”

New chair takes pride in the role



Introduction
In 2007 a concept was formed for an
‘exemplar residential development’ to the
south of Leighton Buzzard, which is the
town to the eastern side of the greater
Leighton Linslade conurbation (the area to
the west is the town of Linslade containing
Leighton Buzzard railway station).
As part of efforts to make Southern

Leighton Buzzard a paragon of housing
development, the Southern Leighton
Buzzard Exemplar Transport Scheme
was devised.
It would be steered by a group chaired by

developer ArnoldWhite Estates and also
consisting of Central Bedfordshire and
Leighton Linslade Town councils, bus
operator Arriva, consultant Stuart Michael
Associates and South Bedfordshire Friends
of the Earth.
The group’s initial primary objective was

to reduce car dependency specifically for
residents of Southern Leighton Buzzard.
This would be done by increasing public
transport patronage and by promoting
walking and cycling. However, it was
envisaged that all residents of Leighton
Buzzard and the greater Leighton Linslade
area would benefit.
The overall scheme is based on a new

and reliable bus service making use of
latest information technology, supported
by a system of travel planning for residents
of the new housing development. Targets
include a 20%modal shift within the five
year life of the travel plan and compliance
with Section 106 obligations, as well as
promotion of measures to encourage
residents to adopt healthier lifestyles by the
travel choices they make.
To assist with the funding of the scheme,

Bedfordshire County Council (the ‘Legacy
Authority’), made a successful bid to the
Department for Communities & Local
Government for Growth Area Funding to
contribute towards delivering sustainable
transport infrastructure for Leighton
Linslade. This added to substantial
developer contributions to fund a £7M
package of measures under the Exemplar
Transport Scheme.

Enhanced bus services
Leighton Linslade been provided with a
new, high quality bus service, branded
Dash Direct, travelling between the new
housing development, Leighton Buzzard
town centre and the railway station.With
the service running 16 hours a day,
Monday to Friday, plus 12 hours on a
Saturday, there is potential to achieve
significant modal shift.
Following the official launch of Dash

Direct on 26 April 2010, passenger
numbers have increased each week and
the service carried more passengers in the
first 10 weeks of operation than a previous
service carried over 12 months on the same
route. The new service runs longer hours
andmore frequently than its predecessor.
The Dash Direct timetable has been based
on train arrival and departure times to
ensure interchange betweenmodes is as
fast and reliable as possible.

Public transport incentives
To support and promote Dash Direct, time
limited free bus vouchers to the value of
£80 per household have been provided to
all new residents and 960 existing
properties to the north of the site to
introduce them to the service and
encourage its use.While Dash Direct is still
in its infancy, there are clear signs that it is
creating a shift away from car use,

particularly among commuters to the
station. Close to 17% of the vouchers
distributed were redeemed between April
and July this year.

Overcoming barriers
Travel behaviour research has consistently
shown a number of key barriers towards
using public transport. Two of the greatest
influences onmode choice relate to the
travel time and financial costs associated
with each alternative. To overcome these
barriers, ticket prices for Dash Direct have
been set at a fraction of the cost of parking
at the railway station or multistorey car
park in Leighton Buzzard.
Furthermore, in determination of the

service’s timetable, consideration was given
to railway station patronage surveys
undertaken by Steer Davies Gleave as part
of a Station Travel Plan process (Leighton
Buzzard was selected as one of 31 pilot
Station Travel Plan Schemes in 2008). From
these results, it has been possible to
identify the demand for each train service
and adjust the bus timetable accordingly.

Reliability
Research also shows that reliability is an
important factor affecting individual travel
decisions. To ensure the service is reliable
and that passengers are continually aware
of delays to the service, bus stops have

An exemplary transport scheme is developing for residents of Leighton Linslade, consisting of a package of

sustainable transport and travel planning measures, writes Martin Ohrland.

Efforts to make the Dash Direct service attractive and convenient have brought high levels of patronage

Targeting a shift in travel choice
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been equipped with real time bus
information to constantly update
passengers of ‘time to arrival’ and any
service delays. Additional stops have also
been installed along the route to make the
service more accessible to existing
residents and local businesses.
Best practice has been learned fromThe

Bridge development at Dartford and the
associated Thames Gateway Fastrack bus
rapid transit system. As demonstrated at
The Bridge, from January 2011 every
dwelling of Southern Leighton Buzzard will
have its own touch controlled display
screen. Each is fully interactive and gives
real time bus and rail times, travel alerts,
community updates, cycle routes, weather,
news and information on car sharing.
By providing weather and news

information, the ACIS real time systemwill
allow residents to make a fully informed
transport mode choice prior to leaving the
house; to decide whether to walk, cycle or
take the bus.With this live information
feeding to each home, it is hoped that the
bus service will become as convenient and
reliable as a resident’s own car and act as a
catalyst for changing travel behaviour.

‘The most effective time to change
behaviour is at a transition point in
someone’s life. So if you can get people
when they’ve just moved into a new
house it can be habit forming.’
David Rowe, Head of Travel Demand
Management, Transport for London.

Other barriers, such as accessibility and
security, should also be overcome. Each
dwelling will be within walkable distance
of a bus stop and every bus is fitted with
CCTV. Installation of the domestic display
screens should also increase security by
reducing waiting times at bus stops.

Travel awareness
Further measures have been implemented
to encourage sustainable travel including
the launch of a new community web site
(www.slb.uk.com) and welcome packs for
new residents. Information has been
provided for existing residents along the
bus route to inform them of the new
service, as well as to promote current
facilities within Leighton Linslade.
Consumers are often unaware of viable

alternatives to car use, due to a lack of
information specific to their needs or travel
behaviour. To ensure residents of the new
Southern Leighton Buzzard development
are aware of local public transport, cycle
routes and local services within Leighton
Linslade, the new resident welcome packs
have been produced and distributed in
accordance with residents’ occupations.
This gives a Residential Travel Plan

Coordinator opportunity to carry out
personalised travel planning with residents
to determine existing travel patterns and
the potential for modal shift away from the
private car. Further information has been
provided via the community web site and a
range of other measures promoted in
partnership with the cycling group
GoCycle and the Station Travel Plan.

Monitoring
Useful feedback is being recorded and
ongoing monitoring will measure the
effects of the various travel awareness
initiatives.Weekly bus patronage figures
provided by Arriva, cycle data from Central
Bedfordshire Council (CBC) and traffic
surveys undertaken at key junctions within
close proximity to the development will all
assist in determining the level of shift
towards sustainable travel modes.
Regular bus passenger feedback is also

to be obtained and annual monitoring

Martin Ohrland is an associate director of
consultant Stuart Michael Associates and is
the travel plan coordinator for the Southern
Leighton Buzzard Development. Martin
joined Stuart Michael Associates in 2007
and has extensive experience in the planning
of transportation services and infrastructure
for major developments, and the preparation
and implementation of residential, personal
and corporate travel plans.

reports submitted to CBC to illustrate the
success of the various travel measures and
to revise targets and objectives if necessary.
In addition, each bus voucher is linked to a
particular house number to identify which
households are using the bus service.
Travel plans should be dynamic and

flexible to enable changes in emphasis or
focus over the period of the plan. The
monitoring will inform the steering group
and ensure that travel plan funds achieve
maximum returns.

Conclusions
For people to change their personal travel
behaviour, they need to be aware of decent
alternatives to car travel. The various travel
planmeasures of the Southern Leighton
Buzzard Development will continually
inform residents of their travel choices,
which should help meet the 20%modal
shift target over the next five years.
Through the collective range of measures

being implemented, it is hoped that
sustainable travel will increase locally and
that residents will also be encouraged to
reconsider their long distance travel
choices. Traffic congestion is only likely to
reduce significantly on a local and national
scale if perceptions of alternatives to car
use are changed.

Xtra-info: www.slb.uk.com

This paper has been peer reviewed on
behalf of CIHT.
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HRH The Princess Royal – an
Honorary Fellow – visited CIHT’s
London headquarters in November
to mark with a number of other
guests the 80th anniversary of the
Institution and the award of its
Royal Charter. Around 50 people
attended, including representatives
from CIHT’s corporate partners and
local branches.
Three short addresses were made

on subjects pertinent to the
profession following which the
Institution Award was presented by
The Princess Royal. She was then
introduced to her fellow guests and
the evening rounded off with drinks
and canapés.
CIHT President Geoff Allister

began proceedings by welcoming
everyone and expressing “delight at
the presence of The Princess Royal”.
The transportation profession was
experiencing difficult times and the

royal visit was a welcome boost to
morale, he said. Mr Allister went on
to describe briefly the Institution
and its workings, adding that CIHT
was going from strength to strength.
First speaker was Phil Jones (of

Phil Jones Associates), who talked
about ‘Streetscapes for the future –
the contribution of Manual for
Streets 2’. MfS2 is proving to be a
very successful document, he said.
“The first print run of 1000 copies is
already sold out and another run of
500 is on order.”
He put MfS2 into context,

describing its predecessor which
provides tools for designing streets
as places, not just as corridors for
transport. MfS2 takes matters
further, applying the concept to
other road environments.
Next up was Sacha Grodzinski

(Engineers without Borders). His
address was on ‘The contribution of
transport infrastructure to overseas
development’. Mr Grodzinski is chair
of EwB which has been supported
very generously by CIHT, he said.
“Infrastructure is every bit as vital

to the economies of developing
countries as it is to developed ones,”
he stated, describing low technology
bridge solutions in Africa that made
a tremendous difference to locals in
getting to market or to schools.
‘Skills for delivery – the

importance of a skilled workforce’

Royal guest celebrates 80 years of CIHT

The Chartered Institution of
Highways & Transportation
119 Britannia Walk,
London N1 7JE
tel: 0207 336 1555
fax: 0207 336 1556
email: info@ciht.org.uk
web: www.ciht.org.uk

President:
Geoff Allister FCIHT
Chief Executive:
Mrs Mary Lewis FCIHT

These pages are compiled by
News Editor Mike Walter with
Kirsty Barrett.
Phone them on 01892 524468,
fax: 01892 524456 or email:
mike@transportation-mag.com
Or you can write to: CIHT News,
Transportation Professional,

Barrett Byrd Associates,
7 Linden Close, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent TN4 8HH

Please make sure that any copy to
be considered for publication in
the next issue is submitted by
Monday 17 January.

was the title of the third address, by
Highways Agency CEO and Transport
Skills Champion Graham Dalton. He
emphasised the increasing need for
transportation professionals but the
relative dearth of young people
coming through to meet that need.
“CIHT members should be getting

in (to schools) to influence young
people, to talk positively on what
transportation is all about,” he said.
One of his three daughters had
shadowed on site a high powered
female engineer who had served as
a role model and impacted on her
choice of degree. His daughter is
now studying engineering at
university.
Following the three addresses, the

Institution Award was presented to
Mike McDonald, Emeritus Professor
of Southampton University’s
Transportation Research Group. Mr
McDonald “has an outstanding
record of research,” said Geoff
Allister, “initially in conventional
highway and traffic engineering,
more latterly in intelligent transport
systems.”
The Institution Award is an award

for excellence within the
transportation profession and an
opportunity to celebrate individuals
who, through their work, have made
a significant contribution that has
benefited the public and profession.
“I am sure you will agree that Mike
fulfills this criterion,” Mr Allister said.

HRH The Princess Royal is welcomed to Britannia Walk by Mary Lewis

Mike McDonald receives the
Institution Award

Representatives from CIHT have met

with Transport Minister Mike

Penning to discuss future highways

transportation policy and issues

pertinent to the Institution.

CIHT Senior Vice President David

Gillham was joined at the meeting

by Chief Executive Mary Lewis and

Chair of the Learned Society &

Technical Strategy Board Robin

Shaw.

Key items on the agenda

included development of a strategic

framework for road safety, funding

of future transport infrastructure

and the need to find alternative

funding models – an area where

CIHT is developing initiatives.

Other topics discussed were how

the industry can work together to

improve clear up times after major

incidents on motorways, and skills.

On this point, the Department for

Transport is keen to work with and

support CIHT on initiatives that

encourage youngsters to take up

careers in science and engineering.

CIHT welcomed the meeting and

agreed to take forward a number of

actions that will be discussed in

more detail in a future issue of
Transportation Professional.

Key issues and policy discussed with Transport Minister
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Discussions have begun with CIHT
members working in the Middle
East about setting up a branch of
the Institution in the United Arab
Emirates.
Former President Chris Jackson

and CIHT’s Director of Professional
& Business Development John
Smart were due to visit the region
in early December to meet with
government officials in Abu Dhabi.
The aim is for the new branch to
host an inaugural meeting by the
summer and for it to be fully
functioning within three years.
“The Municipality approached

the Institution because they were
interested in becoming associated
with a well respected UK
professional body and to help
improve the technical knowledge

of local staff,” said John Smart. “A
number of key consultants from
the UK are working in the area
and there is a healthy programme
of construction in the region.”
Around 120 members of CIHT

are currently based in the Middle
East and a good number of them
have said they are happy to assist
with providing technical and
social input to the new branch,
he added.
Both John Smart and Chris

Jackson will also use the visit to
address delegates at an
international road safety
conference held in the region. At
the end of the conference, those
gathered will be invited to come
forward if they would like to help
with plans to form the branch.

Emirates looks to set
up a CIHT Branch

Give some time to your profession
– Council elections 2011
Members and Fellows keen on doing

more to help represent their

profession and promote the standing

of the Institution are strongly

encouraged to put their names

forward as CIHT Council members.

In June 2011 there will be six

vacancies for Ordinary Members of

Council and seven vacancies for a

Branch Member from each of the

following branches: Central &

Southern Scotland, East Anglian,

North of Scotland, South Eastern,

South Western, Thames & Chilterns

and West Midland.

The Council advises on the

strategic and professional direction

of the Institution. So by becoming a

Council member, you will be able to

play an important part in shaping

the future of the Institution for many

years to come. Being a Council

Member is a job to be taken

seriously. It is also, however, an

enjoyable and rewarding experience,

offering you the opportunity to give

something back to the profession

and to meet and network with

interesting fellow professionals.

Council meetings are held four

times a year. Each elected Council

member is elected for a period of

three years and may stand for re-

election for a further three year term.

In addition to serving on Council, all

Council members are asked to serve

on one of four strategic boards: the

Trading Subsidiary Board, External

Affairs & Communications, Learned

Society & Technical or Membership &

Skills.

If you are want to know more,

please email Mary Lewis at

mary.lewis@ciht.org.uk or telephone

0207 336 1558. Nominees must

complete a nomination form

supported by eight other member

signatures and include a brief career

summary.

Nomination forms can be

obtained from Brian Murrell by email

at brian.murrell@ciht.org.uk or by

writing to him at 119 Britannia Walk,

London N1 7JE. Nomination forms

need to be received by Friday 18

February 2011.

Thirty pupils from six schools around

the UK took part in the ‘Does

Transport Need Planning?’ event held

over two days in September and

November. Teams of six from each

school wrestled with the tricky

challenge of producing a

comprehensive transport plan for the

redevelopment of Battersea Power

Station before presenting their plans to

a panel of judges in London.

The event, now in its third year, is

organised by Transport for London (TfL)

with Aston University and sponsored

by CIHT and Parsons Brinckerhoff. It

aims to increase awareness of

transportation and engineering and to

inspire school pupils to consider

transport planning as a career.

Each year it introduces school

children to transport planning and

helps develop skills such as team

working, negotiation, presenting and

decision making.

The pupils travelled to Aston

University in September to take part in

an initial workshop. Each team then

had to prepare their plans before

presenting them to the judging panel

at the London Transport Museum on

12 November.

The judges were TfL’s head of

London Routes & Places Nigel Hardy,

TfL senior policy officer Kerri Cheek,

Parsons Brinckerhoff transport

planning engineer David Panayiotou

and the chair of CIHT’s Greater London

Branch Michelle Wood.

This year’s winning team was from

St Michael & All Angels Academy in

London. Michelle Wood praised “their

strong vision and great ideas which

really made them stand out. Their

visuals were fantastic.”

A team of graduates from TfL

Surface Transport Planning organised

‘Does Transport need planning?’ this

year with the help of Aston University

and the London Transport Museum.

“I was very impressed by the

enthusiasm of the students and the

skills they used to develop and present

their transport plans” says Nigel Hardy.

Plans for next year’s event are

already under way and will hopefully

discover another group of talented

young transport planners in the

making.

Young talent tackles
Battersea transport planning

School pupils put their transportation planning skills to the test

TRANSPORT PLANNING SUCCESS: Sheila Holden (far right), CIHT Junior Vice
President and Chair of the TPP Professional Standards Committee presents
Honorary Transport Planning Professional awards to (from left to right) Kris
Beuret, Glenn Lyons, David Quarmby, Michele Dix, Martin Richards and David
Bayliss for their outstanding contribution to transport planning.
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Thames & Chilterns Branch welcomed
CIHT President Geoff Allister and
Chief Executive Mary Lewis to its
annual Dinner Dance, held at
the Oxford Belfry Hotel on Friday
15 October.
After the meal, the President was

interviewed by local Branch Chairman
Stuart Atkinson of consultant Stuart
Michael Associates. Stuart’s questions
covered Geoff’s life in Northern
Ireland, his experiences in both the
private and public sectors, his current
role as Chief Executive of Northern
Ireland’s Roads Service and his views
on the challenges and opportunities
for our profession.
Geoff’s responses entertained and

informed the audience of around 60
CIHT members and guests. Crucial to
his current ‘day job’, he said, was an
ability to understand and manage
the expectations of politicians.
Between Geoff’s very demanding

professional and Institution
commitments, he still finds time to
cycle and play golf and had been
pleased to take part in this year’s
Locan Cup event in September –
although he would have been even
more pleased to have been in the
winning team!
Geoff assured the audience that

despite the recession, the CIHT
membership was growing in number
and this, together with the recent

granting of Chartered status, meant
that prospects for the future were
looking very favourable.
Feedback on the format of the

evening was positive and the
interview approach might be
something other branches may wish
to try in future, Mr Atkinson said.

President provides answers at dinner

Geoff Allister (left) being interviewed by Stuart Atkinson

RedR reaches its 30th year

Disaster relief charity RedR is
celebrating its 30th anniversary –
and continues to help stricken
communities around the world with
the help of donations from
benefactors including CIHT.
Aid workers from RedR have this

year been assisting with rebuilding
efforts in Haiti following the
country’s earthquake. The charity
provided training to local agencies to
help them offer logistical support,
water aid and shelter. Current
programmes include supporting
humanitarian work in Pakistan
following a series of natural disasters.

CIHT has been a proud supporter
of the work of RedR for many years.
Since 2002, the Institution has raised
over £42,000 for the charity. Large
donations have been made at several
Annual Luncheons and by a host of
local branches.
“There is no doubt that donations

received from CIHT supported our
work in response to the Asian
Tsunami, the Pakistan earthquake in
2005 and the establishment of our
ongoing programme in Darfur,” said
RedR spokesman Nic Scarborough.
"We thank you for your continued
support".

Earthquake destruction in Haiti

Member on the move
Chris Newson MCIHT has left Jacobs to become a network services manager with
Fugro Aperio, a non destructive testing specialist. Chris previous worked for Jacobs,
heading up a team looking after pavement management and highway condition
surveys. His new role involves managing SCANNER survey operations.

Updating your records: Moving house or changing jobs? Then please let us
know via the website. Visit www.ciht.org.uk and click on ‘Update Your Details’.

Staff at Britannia Walk wish all members of CIHT a very happy Christmas
and a prosperous New Year. The CIHT will be closed from the afternoon of
Friday 24 December and will reopen on Tuesday 4 January 2011.

David heads for his easel
David Ringrow, CIHT’s Director of

Finance, left Britannia Walk just before

Christmas, to take up a life of frivolity

and fun. Retirement holds no fear,

apparently, with art and travel high on

his ‘to do’ list. His eight years at the

Institution have been enjoyable, he

says, and he will “miss the people”.

“Professionally I have a lot in common

with Mary (CIHT Chief Executive Mary

Lewis) and it has been good working

with her, and others – both secretariat

staff and members – at the Institution.”

David is a chartered accountant,

having taken articles with City

accountant Baker Sutton in the early

1970s during which time he earned

£100 a month. Companies he joined

subsequently paid rather more, he is

pleased to tell you, particularly Racal

Electronics where he was divisional

finance director and travelled overseas.

He was appointed to CIHT from having

been accountant with the Chartered

Insurance Institute (hence the affinity

with Mary who also has an

‘institutional’ background).

David is not an archetypical bean

counter: he is a jocular person with a

unique brand of droll humour. Also, he

is an artist with a flair for the

geometrically abstract. His work has

been exhibited – an experience he

describes as “bearing one’s soul” – and

some of it sold. “I am now open to

commission,” he remarks with a chuckle,

during his interview for this piece.

Looking back, he says that finding

and being closely involved with the

purchase for CIHT of new headquarters

in Britannia Walk was the high spot of

his time with the Institution, that and

the beneficial sale of Endsleigh Street.

“Obtaining better offices at effectively

no cost was highly enjoyable,” he says.

Last words go to Mary Lewis: “David

has been fun to work with and we’re all

going to miss him.”

David Ringrow (above) and an
example of his art (below)
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Future Proofing Transport
Infrastructure
25 January, CIHT Head Office,
London
A joint event hosted by CIHT in

association with the Geological

Society’s Engineering Group. Speakers

confirmed so far are Mike Whitehead

of the Highways Agency, Rob Paris

and Kathy Myatt of Crossrail’s

environment team, John Dora of

Network Rail and Brian McGinnity of

London Underground. For further

details, call 0207 336 1570.

Local Transport: Creating an
Integrated, Modern and Green
UK Transport System
26 January, London
New plans for local transport will be

discussed at this event, including the

reform of decision making on which

transport projects are prioritised and

the benefits of low carbon proposals

recognised and ensured.

Representatives from the

Department for Transport, Local

Government Association and

Transport for London are among

those set to address delegates.

To book, call 0845 666 0664.

Promoting cycling:
an evening lecture
2 February, Crompton Suite, CIHT
Head Office, London
Road safety and cycle training

specialist Ken Spence of consultant

Transport Initiatives has developed

the Cycle Skills Network Audit, to rate

how good or otherwise an area’s

roads are for those on two wheels.

The Audit process highlights where

resources should be focused to help

increase the take up of cycling, and

can help to plan safe routes to

school.

The event is free to attend, but

places are limited. To book, please

email yvonne.szuca@ciht.org.uk or

call 0207 336 1570.

Upgrading the Chiltern line
10 February, 7pm, Loughborough
University
An evening lecture about an upgrade

to the railway line that links

Marylebone station in London with

Birmingham Snow Hill. Delegates will

be addressed by Fraser Greenwood of

the contractor Atkins Global.

For details, contact Michelle

Busson at the Institution of

Engineering & Technology on 01438

767658.

Working with Wildlife on
Construction Projects
15 February, Old Street, London
This one day course will help site

managers and environmental

representatives to better understand

wildlife legislation and policy, and

how to avoid prosecution.

Organised by the Construction

Industry Research & Information

Association. To find out more, call

0207 549 3300.

National events – CIHT and others

UK High Speed Rail
16 February, London
A look at what progress has been

made on developing a second high

speed line in this country. Speakers

are set to include Greengauge 21

director Jim Steer and Arup director

Colin Stewart. A post conference

seminar looking at procurement,

technology and design will take

place the following day. For details,

visit www.ukhighspeedrail.com or

call 0845 056 8069.

UK Ports Policy –
Planning for the Future
16 January, Westminster
Changes to policy, such as abolition

of regional planning and a new

Localism Bill could have significant

implications for port development.

This one day conference will look

at the impact the new Coalition

Government’s decisions have had

on ports and the marine sector.

Topics will include a look at

projecting future demand and the

priorities for the ports industry.

Confirmed speakers include

Transport Minister Mike Penning,

law firm Bircham Dyson Bell’s head

of major projects Robbie Owen and

The Bristol Port Company’s chief

executive Simon Bird.

For further information, call

0207 227 7000.

International events
Saudi Urban Transportation
Summit
29 January – 1 February
Saudi Arabia
A look at where money is being

spent on new infrastructure in the

country. For more details visit

www.saudiurbantransportation.com

World Materials conference
30 and 31 March, Nancy, France
A workshop titled ‘Transport and

Aerospace, Building and

Industry’ will be held on day two of

the conference. For further

information, visit

www.wmp-roadmaps.org

Mobitrafic 2011 road traffic
management exhibition
5 - 7 April, Lille, France
An international showcase of

technologies, equipment and

expertise required to make highways

run more efficiently. For details, visit

www.mackbrooks.com

International Conference on
Urban Transport and the
Environment
6 – 8 June, Pisa, Italy
Topics include traffic integration and

control and transportation demand

analysis. For details, visit

www.wessex.ac.uk

CIHT Branch events
Southern Branch:
Manual for Streets 2 seminar
12 January, Southampton
Consultant Phil Jones is due to

address delegates. The event takes

place at Solent University’s Sir James

Matthews Building.

Yorkshire & Humberside Branch:
Manual for Streets 2 conference
28 January, York
A comprehensive one day event

looking at the guidelines, examples of

application and key issues. The event

takes place in the city’s Bar Convent.

Contact craig.ellis@amey.co.uk for

details.

East Anglian Branch:
Car Biofuels & Carbon Usage
16 February, 6.30pm, Chelmsford
An evening meeting hosted by Lotus

Engineering’s Dr Richard Pearson.

For details, call 01603 767530 or

email richard.flowers@mottmac.com

North Wales Branch: A3
Hindhead Improvement seminar
22 February, 6pm, Abergele
Mott MacDonald’s Richard Griffiths

will talk about progress with creating

a new twin bore tunnel in Surrey to

relieve congestion at the village of

Hindhead. For details, contact Debbie

Hudd on 01978 366500.

Traffex 2011
29 – 31 March, Birmingham NEC
Latest developments in traffic

engineering, highway maintenance

and road safety will feature at this

25th anniversary event, which

promises to host over 500 exhibitors.

A full seminar and debate programme

will also be held, organised by

agencies and institutions including

CIHT. Traffex will run alongside sister

exhibitions Parkex and Street Design.

To find out more, visit www.traffex.com
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Photographic agencies

Bitumen Sprayers

Choose from the best
Bitumen emulsion or Concrete cure sprayer

Trolley or Pump Unit; With or without drum lifting
Hand operated or motorised; Honda or Briggs & Stratton

The choice is yours

Contact: BX Plant Limited on 01243 781970

Bitumen Boilers

Vehicle Activated Signs
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SENIOR TRANSPORT ECONOMIST 
LONDON / £35,000 - £50,000 / www.matchtech.com/job/223472/
This is an excellent opportunity to join our clients growing management 
consultancy business.  The Economics and Business Solutions (EBS) Group 
provide advice and solutions where ‘infrastructure touches money’.

PROJECT ENGINEER 
LONDON / £28/HR LTD / 9 MONTHS / www.matchtech.com/job/226897/ 
Our client requires an experienced project engineer with strong contract and 
tender document building experience. Suitable candidates will have previous 
experience in the implementation and delivery of street scene improvement 
schemes up to £3.5m. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER
LONDON / 3 MONTHS / £24.22 LTD p/h / www.matchtech.com/job/226645/
The successful candidate will have responsibility for carrying out public 
consultation, design of traffic engineering schemes and implementation of these 
schemes on site. Working with the local government, delivering traffic-related 
schemes and involvement in public consultation, analysis and report writing. To 
liaise with planners on highway impacts of planning applications to secure highway 
benefits through s106 agreements, supervision and guidance to less experienced 
engineers within the team. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER (CPZ DESIGN)  
LONDON / 3 MONTHS / £25 LTD p/h  www.matchtech.com/job/225909/
Our client, a major organisation based in London requires a Traffic Engineer to 
join their parking team. The successful candidate will have experience in CPZ 
(Controlled Parking Zone design) as well as waiting restrictions. A background in 
more general local authority Traffic Management will also be a major benefit.

Forthcoming editorial features

in March 2011:

• Road Construction and
Maintenance

• Careers Courses & Conferences
• Drainage - Managing Flood Risk

To Advertise contact

Sally Devine; 01474 833871

sal ly@transpor tat ion-mag.com

For editorial enquiries contact
Jon Masters; 01892 524468



29-31 March 2011 |The NEC, Birmingham, UK
Register online now for your FREE ticket at www.traffex.com

Co-located events

Traffex 2011
The road ahead
See what the future holds for the traffic and transport industry at the 
25th Traffex event, the world’s most important traffic industry forum. 

Gather insight, advice and research from industry experts at over 
36 thought-leadership seminars.

Source the most innovative and cost-effective products and services
from over 350 specialist suppliers.

Visit traffex.com for who’s exhibiting and what’s on. 

Co- ocated events

Content partners Event partners
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